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ACRONYNS and ABBREVIATIONS for ORGANIZATIONS:  
LODGES, FRATERNAL ORDERS, LABOR UNIONS, 
RELIGIOUS GROUPS, GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES, 
AND VARIOUS OTHERS  

 

 

PURPOSE:  

  

This list is an ongoing effort to collect a comprehensive list of the abbreviations, 

initials and acronyms for organizations that one may encounter when doing 

historical or genealogical research.  It is intended to be a resource that permits the 

researcher, when confronted with an abbreviation for an unknown organization, to 

see a list of organizations that have been known by these initials as a first step 

toward ascertaining what organization it might have represented. 

 

 It is NOT intended to be a comprehensive list of organizations, past and 

present.  That’s beyond the range of the possible. 

 It IS intended to capture the abbreviations, acronyms, or initials by which 

organizations are or have been commonly known, and to provide a name of 

an organization that used those initials. 

 

We hope that this list will help researchers make the jump from the abbreviated 

name of the organization to the name of the organization itself.  For some 

investigating genealogy, this will help determine the religion or political leanings of 

an ancestor and suggest sources where more information might be found.  For 

others, it will help understand the social organization and makeup of a community 

or geographic area.  There are no doubt other functions this list will fulfill that have 

not yet occurred to us here at Between the Lakes Group, but whatever they are, we 

hope that they will help users of this list to better understand history. 

 

(Please see also the FAQ at the end of this document) 
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Numerics 
 

100BM:  One Hundred Black Men of America (community betterment) 

21CF:  Twenty-first Century Foundation (charitable) 

4-C:  Child Care Coordinating Council (benevolent) 

4-H:  4-H clubs (youth) 

40&8:  Forty and Eight.  WWI veterans’ organization taking its name from the capacity 

of French freight cars of the time – 40 men or 8 horses.  (veterans) 

82ADA:  82
nd

 Airborne Division Association (military) 

 

 

 

A 
 

AA:  Alcoholics Anonymous (self-help) 

AA:  Augustinians of the Assumption (Assumptionists) (religious order) 

AA:  Addictions Anonymous (self-help) 

AA:  Alzheimer’s Association (benevolent) 

AA:  American Atheists (religious) 

AAA:  Army Aviation Association (veterans) 

AAAA:  Associated Actors and Artistes of America (labor) 

AAAI:  American Association for Artificial Intelligence (learned) 

AAANZ:  Anabaptist Association of Australia and New Zealand (religious 

denomination) 

AAAS:  American Association for the Advancement of Science (learned) 

AAAS:  American Academy of Arts and Sciences (learned) 

AABB:  American Association of Blood Banks (professional) 

AAC:  Army Air Corps (governmental) 

AAF:  (United States) Army Air Force (military) 

AAFM:  American Academy of Financial Management (professional) 

AAFMAA:  Army and Air Force Mutual Aid Association (veterans mutual benefit) 

AAG:  Association of American Geographers (learned) 

AAISTW:  Amalgamated Association of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers (labor) 

AAL:  Aid Association for (or of) Lutherans (religious, mutual benefit) 

AAONM:  (??) 

AAONMS:  Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine (the Shriners) 

(Masonic) 

AAR:  American Association of Railroads (trade organization) 

AAS:  American Ambulance Service (World War I) 
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AASC:  Handmaids of the Blessed Sacrament and of Charity (religious order) 

AASC:  Handmaids of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (religious order) 

AASCE:  Amalgamated Association of Street Car Employees (labor) 

AASLH:  American Association for State and Local History (academic) 

AASR:  Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite (Masonic) 

AASREA:  Amalgamated Association of Street Railway Employees of America (labor) 

AASS:  American Anti-Slavery Society (religious) 

AAU:  Amateur Athletic Union (sport) 

AAUP:  American Association of University Professors (labor) 

AAUW:  American Association of University Women (women) 

AAWR:  American Association of Women Radiologists (professional, women) 

AB:  American Brotherhood (fraternal) 

ABA:  American Bankers Association (business) 

ABA:  American Benefit Association (mutual benefit) 

ABA:  American Bar Association (professional) 

ABC:  Assam Baptist Convention (religious denomination) 

ABCFM:  American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (religious) 

ABFMS:  American Baptist Foreign Missionary Society (religious) 

ABHMS:  American Baptist Home Mission Society (religious) 

ABHS:  American Baptist Historical Society (religious) 

ABMU:  American Baptist Missionary Union (religious) 

ABO:  Association of British Orchestras (musical) 

ABPS:  American Baptist Publications Society (religious) 

ABS:  American Bible Society (religious) 

ABS:  American Bethel Society (religious) 

ABS:  American Benefit Society (mutual benefit) 

ABWA:  American Business Women’s Association 

ABWE:  Association of Baptists for World Evangelism (religious) 

AC:  Anglican Communion (religious denomination) 

ACA:  American Camping Association (professional) 

ACA:  American Canoe Association (recreation) 

ACDA:  American Choral Directors Association (labor) 

ACHF:  African Christian Hospital Foundation (religious charitable) 

ACHP:  Anthropological Committee for Homeless People (good works) 

ACI:  Awana Clubs International (civic) 

ACLJ:  American Center for Law and Justice (political) 

ACLS:  American Council of Learned Societies (learned) 

ACLU:  American Civil Liberties Union (civic) 

ACM:  American Church Mission (religious) 

ACM:  Association for Computing Machinery (academic) 

ACORN:  American College of Operating Room Nurses (professional) 

ACORN:  Abandoned Children and Orphans Resource Network (self-help) 

ACREC:  Advocacy Committee for Racial Ethnic Concerns (religious) 
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ACRP:  Association of Clinical Research Professionals (professional) 

ACS:  American Chemical Society (learned) 

ACS:  American Colonization Society (religious) 

ACTWU:  Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union (labor) 

ACWA:  Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America (labor) 

AD:  Alpha Delta Phi (college fraternity) 

ADA:  American Dental Association (professional) 

ADA:  Americans for Democratic Action (political) 

ADDA:  Alamo Defenders Descendents Association (hereditary) 

ADEAW:  Associated Daughters of Early American Witches (hereditary) 

ADG:  Alpha Delta Gamma (college fraternity) 

ADL:  Anti Defamation League (political) 

ADP:  Alpha Delta Phi (college fraternity) 

ADVA:  Americal Division Veterans Association (Vietnam veterans) 

AEA:  American Economic Association (professional, learned) 

AEA:  Actor’s Equity Association (labor) 

AEF:  American Expeditionary Forces (WWI) (governmental) 

AEIF:  Armco Employees Independent Federation (labor) 

AEM:  Association of Evangelical Missions (religious) 

AEPi:  Alpha Epsilon Pi (college fraternity) 

AEPOW:  American Ex-Prisoners of War (veterans) 

AER:  Army Emergency Relief (mutual benefit) 

AF:  Asiatic Fleet (military) 

AFA:  American Foundrymen’s Association (labor) 

AFA:  Association of Flight Attendants (labor) 

AFAM:  Ancient Free & Accepted Masons (Masonic) 

AFBA:  Armed Forces Benefit Association (veterans) 

AFBS:  American and Foreign Bible Society (religious) 

AFBF:  American Farm Bureau Federation (agricultural) 

AF&AM:  (see AFAM) 

AFCU:  American and Foreign Christian Union (religious) 

AFGE:  American Federation of Government Employees (labor) 

AFL:  American Federation of Labor (labor) 

AFL:  American Football League (sports) 

AFL-CIO:  American Federation of Labor – Congress of Industrial Organizations (labor) 

AFM:  American Federation of Musicians of the United States and Canada (labor) 

AFRS:  Armed Forces Recreation Society (professional) 

AFS:  American Foundrymen’s Society (labor) 

AFSA:  American Federation of School Administrators (labor) 

AFSCME:  American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (labor) 

AFT:  American Federation of Teachers (labor) 

AFTRA:  American Federation of Television and Radio Artists (labor) 

AGMA:  American Guild of Musical Artists (labor) 
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AGO:  American Guild of Organists (labor) 

AGU:  American Geophysical Union (learned) 

AGVA:  American Guild of Variety Artists (labor) 

AGWVA:  American Gulf War Veterans Association (veterans) 

AHA:  American Historical Association (academic) 

AHA:  American Hospital Association (trade group) 

AHA:  Arabian Horse Association (equestrian) 

AHCS:  American Hungarian Catholic Society  

AHEPA:  American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association (religious) 

AHF:  Army Historical Foundation 

AHMS:  American Home Missionary Society (religious) 

AHOBG:  Ancient and Honorable Order of the Blue Goose (fraternal) 

AHS:  American Heraldry Society (learned) 

AHSA:  American Horse Shows Association (equestrian) 

AHTA:  Anti-Horse Thief Association (protective assn, became fraternal) 

AIA:  American Institute of Architects (professional) 

AICPA:  American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (professional) 

AIOBA:  Ancient and Independent Order of Buffaloes of America (fraternal) 

AIPE:  American Institute of Parks Executives (professional) 

AIPLA:  American Intellectual Property Law Association (professional) 

AIPMM:  Association of International Product Marketing & Management (professional) 

AITP:  Association of Information Technology Professionals (processional) 

AK:  American Krusaders (KKK) 

AKA:  Alpha Kappa Alpha (fraternal) 

AKC:  American Kennel Club (sports) 

AKCCHF:  American Kennel Club Canine Health Foundation (civic) 

AKF:  American Kidney Fund (civic) 

AKL:  Alpha Kappa Lambda (college fraternity) 

AL:  American League (sports) 

AL:  American Legion (veterans) 

ALA:  American Library Association (professional) 

ALA:  American Lung Association (civic) 

ALAUS:  American Latvian Association in the United States (mutual benefit) 

ALDF:  Animal Legal Defense Fund (good works) 

ALDF:  American Lyme Disease Foundation (self help) 

ALM:  American Lutheran Mission (religious) 

ALOH:  American Legion of Honor (?) 

ALPA:  Air Line Pilots Association (labor) 

ALU:  American Labor Union (labor) 

AMA:  American Medical Association (professional) 

AMA:  American Missionary Association (religious) 

AMA:  American Motorcycle Association (sports) 
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AMB:  Anti-Mission Baptist Church, a/k/a Old School Baptist Church (religious 

denomination) 

AMC:  Amalgamated Meat Cutters (labor union) 

AMC:  American Music Conference (musical) 

AMC:  American Motors Corporation (business) 

AMD:  Allied Masonic Degree (Masonic) 

AME:  African Methodist Episcopal (Zion) Church (religious denomination) 

AMFA:  Aircraft Mechanics Fraternal Association (labor) 

AMHA:  American Morgan Horse Association (sports) 

AMIS:  American Musical Instrument Society (musical) 

AMNLAE:  Luisa Amanda Espinoza Association of Nicaraguan Women (women) 

AMORC:  Ancient Mystical Order Rosae Crucis (Rosicrucians) 

AMOS:  Ancient Mystic Order of Samaritans (fraternal) 

AMS:  Army Medical School (military, WWI) 

AMS:  American Mathematical Society (learned) 

AMS:  American Meteorological Society (learned) 

AMT:  Alpha Mu Tau (high school fraternity) 

AMVETS:  American Veterans (veteran) 

ANA:  American Nursing Association (professional) 

ANA:  American Nyckelharpa Association (musical) 

ANARC: Association of North American Radio Clubs 

ANC:  Army Nurse Corps (military) 

ANC:  African National Congress (guerilla organization) 

AND:  Alliance for National Defense (veteran) 

ANRC:  American National Red Cross 

ANS:  American Numismatic Association (hobby) 

ANUUSA: Army and Navy Union of the USA 

ANZAC:  Australia/New Zealand Army Corps (WW I) (military) 

AOC:  American Order of Clansmen (fraternal benefit – not KKK) 

AOF:  American Order of Foresters (fraternal) 

AOH: Ancient Order of Hibernians (lineage, religious, mutual benefit) 

AOKMC:  Ancient Order of Knights of the Mystic Chain (fraternal) 

AOLA:  Ancient Order of Loyal Americans 

AOM:  Ancient Order of Mysteries 

AOO:  American Order of Owls (fraternal) 

AOOG:  Ancient Order of Gleaners (farmers, mutual protective) 

AOUW:  Ancient Order of United Workmen 

APA:  Administrative Personnel Association (religious) 

APA:  American Protective Association (political) 

APA:  American Psychological Association (learned) 

APA:  American Planning Association (professional) 

APA:  American Polocrosse Association (equestrian) 

APC:  Associate Presbyterian Church (religious denomination) 
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APDD:  Association of Pizza Delivery Drivers (labor) 

APHA:  American Public Health Association (WWI) 

APHA:  American Paint Horse Association (equestrian) 

APhA:  American Pharmaceutical Association (trade group) 

APL:  American Protective League (governmental, WWI) 

APS:  American Philatelic Society (hobby) 

APS:  American Philosophical Society (learned) 

APS:  American Psychological Society (learned) 

APS:  American Physical Society (learned) 

APWU:  American Postal Workers Union (labor) 

AQHA:  American Quarter Horse Association (equestrian) 

ARA:  Army Reserve Association 

ARA:  American Radio Association (labor) 

ARBCA:  Association of Reformed Baptist Churches of America (religious 

denomination) 

ARC:  American Red Cross (humanitarian) 

ARMA:  Association of Records Managers and Administrators (professional) 

ARPC:  Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church (religious denomination) 

ARRL: American Radio Relay League (hobby) 

ARS:  American Recreation Society (professional) 

ARU:  American Railway Union (labor) 

ASA:  Anthroposophical Society in America (religious denomination) 

ASA:  Army Security Agency (military) 

ASA:  American Swedenborgian Association (religious denomination) 

ASA:  American Statistical Association (learned) 

ASABE:  American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers (professional) 

ASAE:  American Society of Association Executives (professional) 

ASC:  Adorers of the Blood of Christ (religious order) 

ASCAP:  American Society of Composers, Arrangers, and Publishers (business) 

ASCE:  American Society of Civil Engineers (professional) 

ASCU:  American Slovenian Catholic Union (mutual benefit) 

ASF:  Army Service Forces (military) 

ASFS:  American Seamen’s Friend Society (religious) 

ASIS:  American Society for Industrial Security (business) 

ASJ:  Apostles of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (religious order) 

ASJM:  Augustinian Sisters, Servants of Jesus and Mary (religious order) 

ASL:  Anti-Saloon League (political) 

ASME:  American Society of Mechanical Engineers (professional) 

ASN:  Army School of Nursing (military, WWI) 

ASO:  Atlanta Symphony Orchestra (musical) 

ASP:  Association of the Sons of Poland (hereditary) 

ASR:  Ancient Scottish Rite (Masonic) 

ASSP:  Angelic Sisters of St. Paul (religious order) 
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ASSU:  American Sunday School Union (religious) 

ATA:  Anti Thief Association 

ATDD:  American Train Dispatchers Department (labor) 

ATIS:  Allied Translator and Interrogator Section (military) 

ATLC:  Atomic Trades and Labor Council (labor) 

ATO:  Alpha Tau Omega (college fraternity) 

ATS:  American Tract Society (religious) 

ATU:  Amalgamated Transit Union (labor) 

AUC:  American Unitarian Conference (religious denomination) 

AUD:  Association for Union Democracy (labor) 

AUM:  Ancient Order of Mysteries (fraternal) 

AUS:  Army of the United States (governmental) 

AUSA:  Association of the United States Army (charitable) 

AUSWV:  American Union of Spanish-American War Veterans (veterans) 

AUV:  Association of Union Veterans (veterans) 

AW:  American Woodmen (fraternal) 

AW:  American Workmen (labor) 

AWAB:  Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists (religious denomination) 

AWPPW:  Association of Western Pulp and Paper Workers (labor) 

AWSA:  American Woman Suffrage Association (civic) 

AWWA:  American Water Works Association (professional) 

AX:  Alpha Chi (high school fraternity) 

AXR:  Alpha Chi Rho (college fraternity) 

AZA:  Aleph Zadik Aleph (high school fraternity) 

 

 

 

B 
 

BA:  Bonus Army (veterans) 

BAC:  International Union of Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers (labor) 

BARE:  Benefit Association of Railway Employees (mutual benefit) 

BAW:  Brotherhood of American Workmen (labor) 

BAY:  Brotherhood of American Yeomen (fraternal? mutual benefit?) 

BB:  Big Brothers (civic, youth) 

BB:  Boys’ Brigade (youth) 

BBC:  Brotherhood of Baptist Churches (religious) 

BBFI:  Baptist Bible Fellowship International (religious) 

BBI:  B’nai Brith International (religious) 

BCH:  Bureau of Child Hygiene (healthcare, WWI) 

BCMS:  Berkshire and Columbia Missionary Society (religious) 
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BCTGM:  Bakery, Confectionery, Tobacco Workers and Grain Millers International 

Union (labor) 

BEE:  Brotherhood of Electrical Employees (trade) 

BFCL:  International Order of Rainbow Girls (Masonic) 

BFM:  Board of Foreign Missions (religious) 

BGCA:  Boys and Girls Clubs of America (youth) 

BGS:  Little Brothers of the Good Shepherd (religious order) 

BH:  Brotherhood of Hope (religious order) 

BHC:  British Home Children (charitable) 

BHS:  British Horse Society (equestrian) 

BKA:  Benevolent Knights Association (fraternal) 

BK of M:  Benevolent (sometimes seen as Black) Knights of Molders (labor) 

BLA:  Baptists Life Association (benefit) 

BLA:  Black Liberation Army (political) 

BLE: Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers (labor) 

BLF:  Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen (labor) 

BLF & E:  Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Engineers (labor) 

BMAA:  Baptist Missionary Association of America (religious) 

BMI:  Broadcast Music Incorporated (trade) 

BMS:  Baptist Missionary Society (religious) 

BMW:  Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way (labor) 

BMWE:  Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employees (labor) 

BNA:  Bavarian National Association 

BOB:  Benevolent Order of Buffaloes (fraternal) 

BofT:  Board of Trade (business) 

BOSC:  Benevolent Order of Scottish Clans (hereditary) 

BPFNA:  Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America (religious) 

BPW:  Business and Professional Women  

BPOE:  Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks (fraternal) 

BPOEC:  Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of Canada (fraternal) 

BPOEW:  Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the World (fraternal) 

BRC:  Brotherhood of Railway Clerks (labor) 

BRRB:  Brotherhood of Rail Road Brakemen (labor) 

BRRC:  Brotherhood of Rail Road Clerks (labor – became BRC) 

BRS:  Brotherhood of Railroad Signalmen (labor) 

BRT:  Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen (labor) 

BRT:  Brotherhood of Railroad Telegraphers (labor) 

BRTM:  Brotherhood of Railroad Track Men (labor) 

BS:  Big Sisters (youth) 

BSA:  Boy Scouts of America (youth) 

BSA:  Brotherhood of St. Andrew (religious – Episcopalian/Anglican) 

BSCP:  Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters (labor union) 

BSO:  Boston Symphony Orchestra (musical) 
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BVA:  Blinded Veterans Association (veterans) 

BVM:  Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (religious order) 

BWA:  Baptist World Alliance (religious) 

 

 

 

C 
 

CAA:  Catholic Aid Association (religious) 

CAES:  Central American Education Society (religious) 

CAOF:  Catholic Association of Foresters (religious) 

CAP:  Civil Air Patrol (youth) 

CAR:  Children of the American Revolution (hereditary) 

CBAA:  Conservative Baptist Association of America (religious denomination) 

CBDNA:  College Band Directors Association (musical) 

CBF:  Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (religious) 

CBKA:  Commandery Benevolent Knights Association (Masonic?) 

CBL:  Catholic Benevolent Legion (religious, mutual benefit) 

CBM:  Church of the Brethren Mission (religious) 

CBM:  Canadian Baptist Ministries (religious) 

CBTU:  Coalition of Black Trade Unionists (labor) 

CC:  The Christian Connexion (religious denomination) 

CC:  Columbian Circle 

CC:  Chemical Corps (military) 

CC:  Companions of the Cross (religious order) 

CCC:  Civilian Conservation Corps (governmental) 

CCES:  Canadian Centre for Ethics in Sport (sports) 

CCMA:  Canadian Country Music Association (trade) 

CCTAS:  Crusaders/Catholic Total Abstinence Society (religious, civic) 

CCU:  Croatian Catholic Union of the United States of America (??) 

CD:  Colonial Dames (hereditary) 

CD:  Christian Democrats (political) 

CDA:  Colonial Dames of America (hereditary) 

CDA:  Catholic Daughters of America (religious) 

CDD:  Congregation of the Disciples of the Lord (religious order) 

CE:  Christian Endeavor (religious) 

CEEC:  Communion of Evangelical Episcopal Churches (religious denomination) 

CES:  Christian Endeavor Society (religious) 

CFA:  Columbian Fraternal Association 

CFA:  Congregatio Fratrus Cellitarum seu Alexianorum (Alexians) (religious order) 

CFG:  Camp Fire Girls (youth) 
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CFL:  Catholic Fraternal League (religious) 

CFL:  Catholic Fraternal Life (mutual benefit) 

CFLI:  Catholic Fraternal Life Insurance Society (mutual benefit) 

CFLI:  Catholic Family Life Insurance (mutual benefit) 

CFUA:  Croatian Fraternal Union of America (??) 

CFUSA:  Camp Fire USA (youth) 

CGEU:  Coalition of Graduate Employee Unions (labor) 

CHA:  Calvary Holiness Association (religious) 

CIA:  Catholic Institute Association (religious) 

CIA:  Connecticut Indian Association 

CICM:  Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (religious order) 

CIM:  China Inland Mission (religious) 

CIM:  Congregation of Jesus and Mary (Eudists) (religious order) 

CIO:  Congress of Industrial Organizations (labor) 

CIPS:  Canadian Information Processing Society (professional) 

CIRA:  Continuity Irish Republican Army (guerilla organization) 

CJR:  Connecticut Junior Republic (school) 

CK:  Catholic Knights (religious, mutual benefit)  

CKA:  Catholic Knights of America (religious) 

CKIS:  Catholic Knights Insurance Society (mutual benefit) 

CKofA:  Catholic Knights of America (religious) 

CL:  Columbian League 

CL:  Colored League (sports) 

CLA:  Commonwealth Lawyers Association (professional) 

CLS:  Christian Literature Society 

CLUW:  Coalition of Labor Union Women (labor) 

CM:  Congregation of the Mission (Lazarists or Vincentians) (religious order) 

CM:  The Congregational Methodist Church (religious denomination) 

CMBA:  Catholic Men’s Benevolent Association (religious, mutual benefit) 

CMBA:  Catholic Mutual Benefit Association (mutual benefit) 

CMC:  Congregation of the Mother Coredemptrix (religious order) 

CMC:  Calvinistic Methodist Church (religious denomination) 

CMF:  Claretian Missionaries (religious order) 

CMGA:  Canadian Mounted Games Association (sports) 

CMHS:  Congressional Medal of Honor Society (military) 

CMI:  Christian Missions International (religious) 

CMI:  Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (religious order) 

CMIU:  Cigar Makers International Union (labor union) 

CMLA:  Concordia Mutual Life Association (mutual benefit) 

CMML:  Christian Missions in Many Lands 

CMS:  Church Missionary Society (religious) 

CMS:  Connecticut Missionary Society (religious) 

CNA:  California Nurses Association (labor) 
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CND:  Council of National Defense (governmental, WWI) 

CND:  Congregation of Notre Dame (religious order) 

CNPZ:  Nestor Paz Zamora Commission (guerilla group) 

CO:  Columbian Order (fraternal) 

CO:  Oratory of St. Philip Neri (Oratorians) (religious order) 

COF:  (see COOF) 

CofS:  Church of Scotland (religious denomination) 

COOF:  Catholic Order of Foresters (religious, mutual benefit) 

COSH:  Committees for Occupational Safety and Health (labor) 

COTS:  ??? (WWI-era military) 

CP:  Congregation of the Passion (Passionists) (religious order) 

CPC:  Capuchin Poor Clares (religious order) 

CPI:  Committee on Public Information (governmental, WWI) 

CPL:  Christian Protective League 

CPL:  Citizens’ Protective League (WWI) 

CPPS:  Society of the Precious Blood (religious order) 

CPUSA:  Communist Party of the United States of America (political) 

CR:  Cradle Roll (religious, youth) 

CR:  Resurrectionists (religious order) 

CR:  Congregation of Clerics Regular (Theatines) (religious order) 

CRM:  Clerics Regular Minor (religious order) 

CRNJ:  Canons Regular of the New Jerusalem (religious order) 

CROSA:  Canonesses of St. Augustine (religious order) 

CRP:  Canons Regular of Premontre (Norbertines or Premonstartensians) (religious 

order) 

CRSP:  Clerics Regular of St. Paul (Barnabites) (religious order) 

CofS:  Church of Scotland (religious denomination) 

CS:  Church of Satan (religious denomination) 

CS:  Congregation of the Missionaries of St. Charles Borromeo (Scalabrians) (religious 

order) 

CSA:  Confederate States of America (governmental) 

CSAI:  Carmelite Sisters of the Aged and Infirm (religious order) 

CSB:  Congregation of St. Basil (Basilians) (religious order) 

CSB:  Order of Our Savior (Bridgettines) (religious order) 

CSC:  Congregation of the Holy Cross (Holy Cross Fathers) (religious order) 

CSDIW:  Continental Society Daughters of Indian Wars (hereditary) 

CSEA:  California School Employees Association (labor) 

CSI:  Christian Sports International (religious) 

CSJ:  Sisters of St. Joseph (religious order) 

CSP:  Congregation of St. Paul (Paulists) (religious order) 

CSS:  Congregation of the Sacred Stigmata (Stigmatines) (religious order) 

CSSF:  Congregation of the Sisters of St. Felix of Cantalice (Felician sisters) (religious 

order) 
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CSSp:  Congregation of the Holy Ghost (Spiritans)  (religious order) 

CSsR:  Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (Redemptorists) (religious order) 

CSV:  Clerics of St. Viator (Viatorians) (religious order) 

CTAS:  Catholic Total Abstinence Society (religious, civic) 

CTAUA:  Catholic Total Abstinence Union of America  

CTCA:  Commission on Training Camp Activities (military, WWI) 

CTTI:  Chartered Clinical Trialist Institute (professional) 

CUE:  Coalition of University Employees (labor) 

CVA:  Christian Vegetarian Association (religious, lifestyle) 

CW:  Catholic Workmen (mutual benefit) 

CWA:  Communication Workers of America (labor) 

CWA:  Cold Water Army (children, temperance) 

CWA:  Country Women’s Association (Australia) (women) 

CWBL:  Catholic Women’s Benevolent Legion (religious and mutual benefit) 

CWSA:  Connecticut Women’s Suffrage Association (political) 

CWV:  Catholic War Veterans (religious, veterans) 

CYC:  China Youth Corps (youth, political) 

CYMA:  Catholic Young Men’s Association (religious) 

CYO:  Catholic Youth Organization (religious, youth) 

 

 

 

D 
 

DA:  Department of the Army (military) 

DA:  Daughters of America (hereditary) 

DofA:  Daughters of America (hereditary) 

DAC:  Daughters of the American Colonists (hereditary) 

DAN:  Daughters of the Nile (Masonic) 

DAR:  Daughters of the American Revolution (hereditary) 

DAV:  Disabled American Veterans (veterans) 

DC:  Daisy Chain of the Congregational Church (youth, religious) 

DC:  Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent DePaul (religious order) 

DC:  Disciples of Christ (religious denomination) 

DC:  Congregazione dei Preti della Dottrina Cristiana (religious order) 

DCC:  Dames of Colonial Cavaliers (hereditary) 

DEKE:  (see DKE) 

DES:  Daughters of the Eastern Star (fraternal) 

DFAW:  Descendents of the Founders of Ancient Windsor (hereditary) 

DFMS:  Domestic and Foreign Mission Society of the Episcopal Church (religious) 

DFNJ:  Descendents of the Founders of New Jersey (hereditary) 
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DGA:  Directors Guild of America (labor) 

DHHCEU:  Drug, Hospital, and Health Care Employees Union (labor union) 

DHPA:  Degree of Honor Protective Association (??) 

DHS:  Daughters of the Holy Spirit (religious order) 

DIA:  Drug Information Association (professional) 

DKB:  Descendents of Knights of the Bath (hereditary) 

DKE:  Delta Kappa Epsilon (college fraternity) 

DL:  Daughters of Liberty (hereditary) 

DoL:  Daughters of Liberty (hereditary) 

DM:  Dames of Malta 

DM:  Order of DeMolay (fraternal, youth) 

DMI:  DeMolay International (youth) 

DMJ:  Daughters of Mother Jones (labor) 

DMWV:  Descendents of Mexican War Veterans (hereditary) 

DoM:  Dames of Malta 

DNA:  District Nursing Association (civic, public health) 

DofA:  Daughters of America (see DOA) 

DOA:  Daughters of America  

DOH:  ?? – example:  “The United Brethren Lodge No. 231, D. O. H., organized April 2, 

1871” 

DOI:  Daughters of Isabella (fraternal) 

DOK:  Daughters of the King (religious – Episcopalian/Anglican, women) 

DOKK:  Dramatic Order Knights of Khorassan, Knights of Pythias (fraternal) 

DOL:  Daughters of Liberty (sometimes seen as DoL) 

DOLLUS:  Dames of the Loyal Legion of the United States (hereditary) 

DOM:  Dames of Malta (hereditary) 

DofR: Daughters of Rehekah (fraternal) (see DR) 

DOR:  Daughters of Rebekah (fraternal) (see DR) 

DOV:  Daughters of Veterans (hereditary) 

DP:  Daughters of Pocahantas (fraternal) 

DPhi:  Delta Phi (fraternity) 

DPMA:  Data Processing Management Association (trade) 

DR:  Daughters of Rebekah (fraternal) 

DR:  Daughters of the Revolution (hereditary) 

DRT:  Daughters of the Republic of Texas (hereditary) 

DSO:  Dallas Symphony Orchestra (musical) 

DSP:  Delta Sigma Phi (college fraternity) 

DT:  Dirty Thirteen (college honorary) 

DTD:  Delta Tau Delta (college fraternity) 

DU:  Delta Upsilon (college fraternity) 

DUV:  Daughters of Union Veterans (of the Civil War) (hereditary) 

DX:  Delta Chi (college fraternity) 

DXR:  Delta Chi Rho (fraternity) 
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E 
 

EA:  Emergency Aid, Philadelphia, PA (healthcare, WWI) 

EANG:  Enlisted Association of the National Guard 

EAU:  Equitable Aid Union   (mutual benefit) 

EAUA:  Equitable Aid Union of America  (mutual benefit) 

EBA:  Emerald Benefit (or Beneficial) Association (mutual benefit) 

IBEW:  International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (labor) 

IBS:  International Bible Society (religious) 

ECC: Evangelical Covenant Church (religious denomination) 

ECUSA:  Episcopal Church in the United States of America (religious denomination) 

ECV:  E Clampus Vitus (???) 

ECW:  Episcopal Church Women (religious) 

ECW:  Extreme Competitive Wrestling (sport?) 

EFA:  Equal Franchise Association (political) 

EFCA:  Evangelical Free Churches in America (religious denomination) 

EFL:  Equal Franchise League (political) 

EGTK:  Tupac Katari Guerilla Army (guerilla group) 

EIS:  English Institute of Sports (sports) 

EL:  Epworth League, Methodist Episcopal Church (religious) 

EL:  Emily’s List (Australian) (women, labor, politics) 

ELA:  Equitable League of America (mutual benefit) 

ELC:  Evangelical Lutheran Church (religious denomination) 

ELCA:  Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (religious denomination) 

ELF:  Eritrean Liberation Front (guerilla organization) 

ELN:  National Liberation Army (guerilla group) 

ELS:  Emerson Literary Society (fraternity) 

EMBA:  Elks Mutual Benefit Association (mutual benefit) 

EMBA:  Employees’ Mutual Benefit Association (mutual benefit) 

EMM:  Eastern Mennonite Missions (religious) 

EMMF:  Episcopal Medical Missions Foundation (religious) 

EOKA:  National Organisation of Cypriot Fighters (guerilla organization) 

EOMA:  Empire Order of Mutual Aid (mutual benefit) 

EPM:  English Presbyterian Mission (religious) 

EPR:  Popular Revolutionary Army (guerilla organization) 

ERA:  Equitable Reserve Association (mutual benefit) 

ES:  Eastern Star (fraternal) 

ESU:  English Speaking Union 
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ETA:  Basque Fatherland and Liberty (guerilla organization) 

EUB:  Evangelical United Brethren (religious denomination) 

EWBA:  Electrical Workers Benefit Association (mutual benefit, labor) 

EZLN:  Zapatista Army of National Liberation (guerilla organization) 

 

 

 

F 
 

F4J:  Fathers 4 Justice (political) 

FA:  Field Artillery (governmental) 

FA:  Female Association (religious) 

FA:  Fuel Administration (governmental, WWI) 

FA:  Food Administration (governmental, WWI) 

F&AM:  Free and Accepted Masons (fraternal) 

FA&IU:  Farmers Alliance & Industrial Union (labor) 

FAGO:  Fellow of the American Guild of Organists (music) 

FALZW:  Zarate Wilka Armed Forces of Liberation (guerilla group) 

FAM:  (less frequently seen abbreviation for Free and Accepted Masons – see F&AM) 

FARC:  Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (guerilla organization) 

FARK:  Kosovo Republic Armed Forces (guerilla organization) 

FAS:  Franciscan Apostolic Sisters (religious order) 

FB:  Fenian Brotherhood (political) 

FBC:  Free Will Baptist Church (also FWBC) (FBC) 

FBF:  Field Band Federation (musical) 

FCB:  Knights of Pythias (fraternal) 

FCMS:  Foreign Christian Missionary Society (religious) 

FCNC:  Fraternal Council of Negro Churches (political) 

FCS:  Female Charitable Society (religious) 

FCS:  Female Cent Society (religious) 

FCSU:  First Catholic Slovak Union of the USA and Canada (??) 

FCWC:  Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs 

FDC:  Daughters of Diving Charity (religious order) 

FEBCC:  Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches in Canada (religious) 

FEI:  Federation Equestrian Internationale (sport) 

FEPC:  French Evangelical Presbyterian Church (religious denomination) 

FFA:  Future Farmers of America (youth) 

FFG:  First Families of Georgia (hereditary) 

FFMA:  Friends’ Foreign Mission Association (religious) 

FFV:  First Families of Virginia (hereditary) 

FH:  Farm House (college fraternity) 
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FICPI:  International Federation of Intellectual Property Attorneys (professional) 

FL:  Feminists for Life (political) 

FLIA:  Federation Life Insurance of America (mutual benefit) 

FLSB:  Fair Labor Standards Board (governmental) 

FLT:  Independent Order of Odd Fellows (see IOOF) 

FMA:  Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (Salesian Sisters) (religious order) 

FMCNA:  Free Methodist Church in North America (religious denomination) 

FMDM:  Franciscan Missionaries of the Divine Motherhood (religious order) 

FMI:  Daughters of Mary Immaculate (Marianist Sisters) (religious order) 

FMLM:  Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (guerilla organization) 

FMM: Four Minute Men (governmental, WWI) 

FMM:  Franciscan Missionaries of Mary (religious order) 

FMM:  Brothers of Mercy of Our Lady of Perpetual Help (religious order) 

FMS:  Female Missionary Society of the Western District (religious) 

FMS:  Marist Brothers (religious order) 

FNCB:  First National City Bank (business) 

FOA:  Foresters of America 

FOAST:  Fraternal Order of Alaskan State Troopers (labor) 

FOB:  Fraternal Order of Bears (fraternal) 

FOB:  Fraternal Order of Beavers (fraternal) 

FOB:  First Boston Corporation(business) 

FOE:  Fraternal Order of Eagles (fraternal) 

FOF:  Fraternal Order of Firefighters (labor) 

FONC:  Founders of the New Haven Colony (hereditary) 

FOO:  Fraternal Order of Orioles (fraternal) 

FOP:  Fraternal Order of Police (labor) 

FOTLU:  Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions (labor) 

FPM:  Presentation Brothers (religious order) 

FPMR:  Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic Front (guerilla group) 

FPWU:  Federal Printing Workers Union (labor) 

FRC:  Fraternitas Rosae Crucis (Rosicrucians) 

FRETILIN:  Revolutionary Front of Independent East Timor (guerilla group) 

FS:  Federalist Society (political organization) 

FSA:  Farm Security Administration (government program) 

FSC:  Brothers of the Christian Schools (Christian Brothers/Lasallian Brothers) (religious 

order) 

FSP:  Daughters of St. Paul (religious order) 

FSSP:  Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter (religious order) 

FWA:  Financial Women’s Association 

FWBC:  Free Will Baptist Church (also FBC) (religious denomination) 

FWC:  Federation of Women’s Clubs 
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G 
 

GAISF:  General Association of International Sports Federations (sports) 

GALSTPTR:  German American Legion of St. Peter (???) 

GAR:  Grand Army of the Republic (US Civil War Union Army veterans) (veterans) 

GARBC:  General Association of Regular Baptist Churches (religious denomination) 

GB:  Girls’ Brigade (youth) 

GBA:  Gospel Baptist Association (religious denomination) 

GBU:  German Beneficial Union (mutual benefit) 

GBUP:  Greater Beneficial Union of Pittsburgh (mutual benefit) 

GCA:  Garden Club of America (civic) 

GCAT:  Guild of Colonial Artisans and Tradesmen (hereditary) 

GCIU:  Graphic Communications International Union (labor) 

GERC:  German Evangelical Reformed Church (religious denomination) 

GFA:  Guitar Foundation of America (musical) 

GFS:  Girls’ Friendly Society (religious) 

GFWC:  General Federation of Women’s Clubs (civic) 

GIAA:  The Guild of Italian American Actors (labor) 

GL:  Guardians of Liberty (political) 

GLAUM:  Grand Lodge Ancient Order of Mysteries (Masonic) 

GLDS:  Grand Lodge, Daughters of Scotia (fraternal) 

GMP:  Glass, Molders, Pottery, Plastics and Allied Workers International Union (labor) 

GMC:  German Methodist Church (religious denomination) 

GMS:  Genesee Missionary Society (religious) 

GNCTU:  Grand National Consolidated Trade Union (labor) 

GNSH:  Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart (religious order) 

GPCSSUCBS:  General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union and Church Book 

Society (religious) 

GRC:  Gendarmerie Royale du Canada (governmental) 

GS:  Girl Scouts (youth) 

GS:  Gideon Society (religious) 

GSA:  Girl Scouts of America (youth) 

GSUSA:  Girl Scouts of the United States of America (youth) 

GTE:  Gamma Tau Epsilon (high school sorority) 

GTU:  General Trades Union (labor union) 

GUOOF:  Grand United Order of Odd Fellows (fraternal) 

GWS:  Gospel Workers Society (religious) 

GWTU:  General Workers’ Trade Union (labor) 

 

 



Abbreviations for organizations is an ongoing cooperative project sponsored and coordinated 
by Between the Lakes Group, LLC, under the leadership of Geoffrey Brown.  Can you think of 
other abbreviations of organizations suggest?  Please contact us!!  (By the way, we sell local 
history and genealogy CD-ROMs and downloads.  Please check our catalog! – but you’re 
welcome to use this list and contribute to it whether you buy our CDs and downloads or not.) 

www.betweenthelakes.com -- 6/6/2011      

Version 2.2 Page 19 

 

H 
 

HAU:  Hebrew Actors’ Union, Inc.  (labor) 

HBA:  Holiness Baptist Association (religious denomination) 

HERE:  Hotel Employees and Restaurant Employees Union (labor) 

HHB:  Hard Had Brotherhood (fraternal) 

HL:  Hygienic Library, the (health care, WWI) 

HMS:  Hampshire Missionary Society (religious) 

HMS:  Homeopathic Medical Society (professional) 

HNS:  Holy Name Society (religious) 

HOFFM:  Hereditary Order of the First Families of Massachusetts (hereditary) 

HOGD:  Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn (mystical) 

HPB:  Handmaids of the Precious Blood (religious order) 

HZ:  Haro Zero (???) 

 

 

 

I 
 

IABSOIWA:  International Association of Bridge, Structural, and Ornamental Iron 

Workers of America (labor) 

IAEKM:  International Association of Electronic Keyboard Manufacturers (trade) 

IAF:  International Association of Firefighters (labor) 

IAFF:  International Association of Firefighters (labor) 

IAHS:  International Association for Human Singing (music) 

IAM:  International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers (labor) 

IATA:  International Association of Travel Agents (trade group) 

IATSE:  International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees (labor) 

IAYO:  Italian-American Youth Organization (youth) 

IBB:  International Brotherhood of Boilermakers, Iron Ship Builders, Blacksmiths, 

Forgers and Helpers (labor) 

IBBH:  International Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and Helpers (labor) 

IBC:  International Baptist Convention (religious) 

IBCA:  Independent Baptist Church of America (religious denomination) 

IBEW:  International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (labor) 

IBF:  Independent Baptist Fellowship (religious denomination) 

IBFNA:  Independent Baptist Fellowship of North America (religious denomination) 

IBM:  International Brotherhood of Magicians 

IBMA:  International Bluegrass Music Association (music) 
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IBN:  International Baptist Network (religious) 

IBPOE:  Improved Benevolent Protective Order of Elks (fraternal) 

IBT:  International Brotherhood of Teamsters (labor) 

IBVM:  Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Loreto Sisters) (religious order) 

IC:  Institute of Charity (Rosminians) (religious order) 

ICA:  International Clarinet Association (musical) 

ICBU:  Irish Catholic Benefit (or Benevolent) Union (religious, mutual benefit) 

ICC: Interstate Commerce Commission (governmental) 

ICC:  Influenza Citizens’ Committee (health care, WWI) 

ICM:  International Christian Mission (religious) 

ICOC:  International Churches of Christ (religious denomination) 

ICOTS:  Infantry Central Officers Training School (military, WWI) 

ICRSS:  Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest (religious order) 

IE:  Office of International Evangelism of the Presbyterian Church (religious) 

IEEE:  Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (professional) 

IFIP:  International Federation for Information Processing (professional) 

IFLMBA:  Interstate & Foreign Landmark Missionary Baptists Association (religious) 

IFLWU:  International Fur and Leather Workers Union (Furriers) (labor union) 

IFPTE:  International Federation of Professional and Technical Engineers (labor) 

IFR:  International Fellowship of Rotarians (civic) 

IFT:  Institute of Food Technologists (professional) 

IHEU: International Humanist and Ethical Union (religious denomination) 

IHM:  Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (religious order) 

IHMO:  International Health Ministries (religious) 

IHSV:  Order of the Red Cross of Constantine (religious) 

IIFC:  Islamic International Foundation of Cooperation (religious) 

IIOO:  independent International Order of Owls (fraternal) 

IIS:  Institute for International Sport (sports) 

IIW:  Institute of the Incarnate Word (religious order) 

IJ:  Infant Jesus Sisters (religious order) 

IJA:  Imperial Japanese Army (military) 

IJN:  Imperial Japanese Navy (military) 

ILA:  International Longshoremen’s Association (labor) 

ILGWU:  International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union (labor) 

ILWU:  International Longshore and Warehouse Union (labor) 

IMA:  Institute of Management Accountants (professional) 

IMB:  International Mission Board (religious) 

IMFW:  International Moulders and Foundry Workers Union of North America (labor) 

IMGA:  International Mounted Games Association (equestrian) 

IMRO:  Irish Music Rights Organization (trade) 

IMOSC:  International Military Order of the Southern Cross (hereditary) 

INLA:  Irish National Liberation Army (guerilla organization) 

IOA:  International Order of Alhambra (Masonic) 
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IOBB:  Independent Order of B’nai B’rith (fraternal) 

IOC:  International Olympic Committee (sports) 

IOCY:  International Association of Old Catholic Youth (church, youth) 

IOD:  Improved Order of Deer (fraternal) 

IODE:  Independent Order, Daughters of the Empire (???) 

IOF:  Independent Order of Foresters (fraternal) 

IO of GT:  Independent Order of Good Templars (fraternal) 

IOGT:  (see IO of GT) 

IOH:  Improved Order of Heptasophs (???) 

IOHH:  International Order of Hoo-Hoo (fraternal) 

IOI:  Independent Order of Immaculates (religious?) 

IOJD:  International (or Independent?) Order of Job’s Daughters (youth) 

IOKDS:  International Order of the King’s Daughters and Sons (religious) 

IOKP:  Independent Order of Knights of Pythias (fraternal) 

IOM:  Independent Order of Mechanics (labor) 

IOMB:  Independent Order of Mystic Brothers 

IOO:  Independent Order of Owls (fraternal) 

IOOF:  Independent Order of Odd Fellows (fraternal, mutual benefit) 

IOOF-PM:  Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Patriarchs Militant (fraternal) 

IOR:  Independent Order of Rebekahs (fraternal) 

IORG:  International Order of Rainbow (for) Girls (youth, Masonic) 

IORM:  Improved Order of Red Men (a/k/a Sons of Liberty) (fraternal) 

IOStL:  Independent Order of St. Luke (religious) 

IOV:  International Order of Vikings (fraternal) 

IRA:  Irish Republican Army (political/guerilla organization) 

ISDA:  Italian Sons & Daughters of America (ethnic) 

ISDC:  International Society of Descendents of Charlemagne (hereditary) 

ISF:  International Snowboarding Federation (sports) 

ISH:  Independent Sons of Honor (???) 

ISM:  Incorporated Society of Musicians (labor) 

ISSF:  International School Sports Federation (sports) 

ISU:  Independent Steelworkers Union (labor) 

ITE:  Institute of Transportation Engineers (professional) 

ITUC:  International Trade Union Confederation (labor) 

IUE:  International Union of Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers (labor) 

IUEC:  International Union of Elevator Constructors (labor) 

IUGM:  International Union of Gospel Missions (religious) 

IUJHAT:  International Union of Journeymen Horseshoers and Allied Trades (labor) 

IUMMSW:  International Union of Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers (labor) 

IUOE:  International Union of Operating Engineers (labor) 

IUOM:  Independent United Order of Mechanics (labor) 

IUPA:  International Union of Police Associations (labor) 

IUPAT:  International Union of Painters and Allied Trades (labor) 
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IW:  International Association of Bridge, Structural, Ornamental and Reinforcing Iron 

Workers (labor) 

IWA:  International Workers Association (labor) 

IWW:  Industrial Workers of the World (labor) 

IWW:  International Workers of the World (labor) 

IYOB:  Job’s Daughters (youth) 

IYOB FILIAE:  (see Job’s Daughters, IYOB) (youth) 

 

 

 

J 
 

JA:  Junior Achievement (youth) 

JBS:  John Birch Society (political action) 

JCC:  Junior Chamber of Commerce (Jaycees) (civic) 

JCI:  Junior Chamber International (Jaycees) (civic) 

JD:  Job’s Daughters (teenage, female, Masonic) 

JEL:  Junior Epworth League, Methodist Episcopal Church (religious) 

JFJ:  Jews for Jesus (religious) 

JL:  Junior League (fraternal, women) 

JOAM:  Junior Order of American Mechanics (labor) 

JOKP:  Junior Order, Knights of Pythias (youth) 

JOUAM:  Junior Order of United American Mechanics (also, Junior Order, Order of 

United American Mechanics) (labor) 

JRC:  Junior Red Cross (civic) 

JSA:  Junior Statesmen of America (youth) 

JVW:  Jewish War Veterans of the USA (veterans) 

JWA:  Jewish Welfare Association (religious, civic) 

JWJ:  Jobs With Justice (labor) 

 

 

 

K 
 

KA:  Kappa Alpha (college fraternity) 

KAT:  Kappa Alpha Theta (college sorority) 

KC:  Knights of Columbus (see Kof C) 

KD:  International Order of the King’s Daughters and Sons (religious) 

KI:  Kiwanis International (fraternal) 

KCI:  Kiwanis Club International (fraternal) 
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KFM:  Knights of Father Matthew (also KofFM) (religious?) 

KG:  Knights of St. George (???) 

KGC:  Knights of the Golden Chain (fraternal) 

KGC:  Knights of the Golden Circle (fraternal) 

KGE:  Knights of the Golden Eagle (fraternal, mutual benefit) 

KGL:  Knight Grand Legion (???) 

KGL:  Knights of the Gallant Leaders (high school sorority) 

KGL:  Knights of the Gallant Leaders (high school fraternity) 

KHC:  Knights of the Holy Cross (religious?) 

KHS:  Knights of the Holy Sepulchre (religious?) 

KIE:  Knights of the Invisible Empire (KKK-related) 

KJ:  Knights of Jericho (fraternal) 

KKG:  Kappa Kappa Gamma (sorority) 

KKK:  Ku Klux Klan  

KKKK: Knights of Ku Klux Klan 

KL:  Knights of Labor (labor) 

KLA:  Kosovo Liberation Army (guerilla organization) 

KLH:  Knights and Ladies of Honor (???) 

KM:  Knights of the Maccabees (fraternal) 

KM:  Knights of Malta (Masonic) 

KM:  Knights Militant (of the KKK) 

KMC:  Knights of the Mystic Chain (fraternal) 

KNP:  Know-Nothing Party (political) 

KofC:  Knights of Columbus (religious, fraternal) 

KofFM:  (see KFM) 

KofH:  Knights of Honor (???) 

KofJ:  Knights of St. John 

KofL: Knights of Labor (see KOL) 

KofL:  Knights of Loyola (religious) 

KOL:  Knights of Labor (labor) 

KofM:  Knights of the Macabees (see KM) 

KofP:  Knights of Pythias (fraternal) 

KofSJ: Knights of St. John (see KofJ) 

KofSTP:  Knights of St. Patrick (???) 

KofSTW:  Knights of St. Wenceslas (???) 

KofT:  Knights of Tabor (also KT) (???) 

KofTM:  Knights of the Macabees (see KM) 

KoH:  Knights of Honor (??) 

KoH:  Knights of St. John (Knights Hospitaller) (??) 

KOTM:  Knights of the Macabees (see KM) 

KP:  Knights of Pythias (see KofP) 

KPC:  Knights of Peter Claver (???) 

KRA:  Knights of the Royal Arch (fraternal) 
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KS:  Kappa Sigma (college fraternity) 

KSC:  Knights of St. Columbkille (???) 

KSF:  Knights of Sherwood Forest (???) 

KSJ:  Knights of St. Joseph (religious) 

KSL:  Knights of St. Lawrence (???) 

KStG:  (also KSTG) Knights of St. George (see KG) 

KSTI:  Knights of St. Ignatius (religious) 

KSTJ:  Knights of St. Joseph (???) 

KSTM:  Knights of St. Martin (???) 

KSTP:  Knights of St. Paul (???) 

KSTP:  Knights of St. Peter (???) 

KSTT:  Knights of St. Thomas (???) 

KT:  Knights Templar (Masonic) 

KT:  Knights of Tabor (???) 

KWM:  Knights of Wise Men (???) 

 

 

 

L 
 

LAOH:  Ladies of the Ancient Order of Hibernians (fraternal) 

LAS:  Ladies’ Aid Society, Methodist Episcopal Church (religious) 

LB:  Lutheran Brotherhood 

LCFMS:  Litchfield County (CT) Foreign Mission Society (religious) 

LCI:  Lions Clubs International (civic) 

LCLAA:  Labor Council for Latin American Advancement (labor) 

LCMS:  Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod (religious denomination) 

LDG:  Independent Order of Foresters (???) (fraternal) 

LDS:  Latter Day Saints.  (part of the formal name of the church known as Mormons) 

(religious denomination) 

LE:  Lady Elks (fraternal) 

LGAR:  Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic (hereditary) 

LHC:  Lutheran Historical Conference (religious) 

LHS:  Litchfield Historical Society 

LI:  Lions International (fraternal) 

LIUNA:  Laborers’ International Union of North America (labor) 

LJW:  League of Jewish Women (UK) (women) 

LKofA:  Loyal Knights of America (fraternal) 

LKRT:  Loyal Knights of the Round Table 

LL: Lincoln League (political) 

LLC:  Liberty Loan Committee (patriotic) 
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LLG:  Life and Longevity League (research?) 

LLL:  Loyal Ladies’ League (ancestry) 

LLLL:  Loyal Legion of Lumbermen and Loggers (labor) 

LLS:  Litchfield Law School (educational) 

LM:  Ladies of the Macabees 

LMS:  London Missionary Society (religious) 

LOL:  Loyal Orange Legion (fraternal) 

LOL:  Loyal Order Orange Lodge (???) 

LOL:  The Orange Lodge (???) 

LOM:  Legion of the Moose (fraternal) 

LOM:  Loyal Order of Moose (fraternal, mutual benefit) 

LOOB:  Loyal Order of Buffaloes (fraternal) 

LOOM:  Loyal Order of (the) Moose (fraternal) 

LOTM:  Ladies of the Maccabees (fraternal) 

LOVUS:  Legion of Valor of the United States (military?) 

LPG:  Los Pinoy Gang (high school sorority) 

LPT:  Les Petite Tersichore (high school sorority) 

LRA:  Lord’s Resistance Army (guerilla organization) 

LRC:  Ladies Relief Corps (affiliate of GAR?) 

LSO:  London Symphony Orchestra (musical) 

LSP:  Little Sisters of the Poor (religious order) 

LSUW:  Ladies’ Society of United Workers (religious) 

LTA:  Les Trente Amies (high school sorority) 

LTTE:  Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (Tamil Tigers) (guerilla organization) 

LUM:  Lutheran United Mission (religious) 

LURD:  Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (guerilla organization) 

LWV:  League of Women Voters (civic) 

LXA:  Lambda Chi Alpha (college fraternity) 

 

 

 

M 
 

M-19:  19
th

 of April Movement (guerilla group) 

MAW:  Marine Aircraft Wing (military) 

MAX:  Alpha Chi/Men of Alpha Chi (high school fraternity) 

MAYC:  Methodist Association of Youth Clubs (religious) 

MB:  Mystic Brothers (also known as Independent Order of Mystic Brothers) 

MB:  Muslim Brotherhood (fraternal) 

MBA:  Military Benefit Association 

MBA:  Modern Brotherhood of America (fraternal) 
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MBF:  Medical Benevolence Foundation (religious) 

MBP:  Mu Beta Psi (fraternal/musical) 

MBS:  Mutual Benefit Society (mutual benefit – generic term for) 

MC:  Military Coalition 

MC:  Missionaries of Charity (religious order) 

MCL:  Marine Corps League (military) 

MCPS:  Mechanical Copyright Protection Society (trade) 

MDA:  Memorial Day Association (patriotic) 

ME:  Methodist Episcopal (former name of the Methodist Church) (religious 

denomination) 

MEB:  Club Excello (high school fraternity) 

MEBA:  Marine Engineers Beneficial Association (labor) 

MEFB:  Methodist Episcopal Foreign Board (religious) 

MEP:  Missions Etrangeres de Paris (Paris Foreign Missions Society) (religious order) 

MES:  Methodist Episcopal Church, South (religious denomination) 

MFA:  Maritime Fiddlers Association (musical) 

MFC:  Masonic Fraternal Congress 

MFH:  Master of Foxhounds (sport) 

MFHA:  Masters of Foxhounds Association (sport) 

MGA:  Mounted Games Association (equestrian) 

MGAA:  Mounted Games Across America, Inc. (equestrian) 

MGAGB:  Mounted Games Association of Great Britain (equestrian) 

MGC:  Mennonite General Conference (religious) 

MHMS:  Massachusetts Home Missionary Society (religious) 

MHMS:  Missouri Home Missionary Society (religious) 

MHS:  Marine Hospital Service (military, WWI) 

MI:  Military Intelligence (military) 

MIAFA:  My Interests Are For America (Ku Klux Klan) 

MIC:  Marian Fathers (religious order) 

MILF:  Moro Islamic Liberation Front (guerrilla movement) 

MITA:  Musical Instruments Technicians Association (labor) 

MLA:  Masonic Life Association 

MLA:  Modern Language Association (learned) 

MLBPA:  Major League Baseball Players Association (labor) 

MM:  Molly Maguires (labor) 

MM:  Catholic Foreign Mission Society of America (Maryknoll) (religious order) 

MM&P:  International Organization of Masters, Mates & Pilots (labor) 

MMS:  Methodist Missionary Society (religious) 

MMS:  Massachusetts Missionary Society (religious) 

MMS:  Maine Missionary Society (religious) 

MMSA:  Mill (or Mineral) Mine & Smelters Association 

MNLF:  Moro National Liberation Front (guerilla organization) 

MoA:  Maids of Athens 
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MOC:  Military Order of the Cootie (VFW honor designation) (veterans) 

MOLLUS:  Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States (hereditary) 

MOPH:  Military Order of the Purple Heart (veterans) 

MOSB:  Military Order of the Stars and Bars (hereditary) 

MOVPER:  Mystic Order of Veiled Prophets of the Enchanted (sometimes Mystic) 

Realm (a/k/a Grotto) (fraternal, Masonic) 

MOWW:  Military Order of the World Wars 

MPA:  Miner’s Protective Association (business union) 

MPA:  Modern Pentathlon Association (sports) 

MPA:  Music Publishers Association (trade) 

MPC:  Methodist Protestant Church (religious denomination) 

MPE:  Mu Phi Epsilon (fraternal/musical) 

MPT:  Master Piano Technicians (trade) 

MR-A:  Moral Re-Armament (political) 

MRA:  Men’s Rights Agency (political) 

MRA:  Royal Arcanum (???) 

MRTA:  Tupac Araru Revolutionary Movement (guerilla group) 

MS:  Missionaries of LaSalette (religious order) 

MSC:  Missionary Society of Connecticut (religious) 

MSC:  Missionaries of the Sacred Heart (religious order) 

MSFS:  Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales (Fransalians) (religious order) 

MTAC:  Music Teachers Association of California (labor) 

MUTA:  Mechanics Union Trade Association (labor) 

MVA:  Mexican Veterans Association (veterans) 

MVDF:  Verbum Dei Missionary Fraternity (religious order) 

MWA:  Modern Woodmen of America (fraternal, mutual benefit) 

MYF:  Methodist Youth Fellowship (youth, church) 

 

 

 

N 
 

NAACP:  National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (political) 

NABA:  North American Benefit Association (mutual benefit) 

NABC:  North American Baptist Conference (religious denomination) 

NAGE:  National Association of Government Employees (labor) 

NALC:  National Association of Letter Carriers (labor) 

NAMM:  National Association of Music Merchants (trade) 

NAOH:  National Ancient Order of Hibernians (religious, fraternal, mutual benefit) 

NAON:  National Association of Orthopedic Nurses (professional) 

NARHA:  North American Riding for the Handicapped Association (equestrian) 
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NAS:  National Academy of Sciences (learned) 

NASF:  North American Sports Federation (sports) 

NATCA:  National Air Traffic Controllers Association (labor) 

NAWSA:  National American Woman Suffrage Association (political) 

NAYO:  National Association of Youth Orchestras (musical) 

NBC:  Needle and Bobbin Club (social) 

NBC:  Northern Baptist Convention (religious denomination) 

NBS:  National Benefit Society (mutual benefit) 

NCA:  National Christian Association (religious, political) 

NCES:  National Compensating Emancipation Society (religious) 

NCHA:  National Cutting Horse Association (equestrian) 

NCHV:  National Coalition for Homeless Veterans (veterans) 

NCJW:  National Council of Jewish Women (religious, civic) 

NCOA:  Non-Commissioned Officers Association (military) 

NCSF:  National Catholic Society of Foresters (??) 

NCSP:  National Conference of State Parks (professional) 

NCWA:  National Council of Women of Australia (women) 

NDGW:  Native Daughters of the Golden West (hereditary) 

NEA:  National Education Association (labor) 

NEHGS:  New England Historic Genealogical Society (academic) 

NEOP:  New England Order of Protection (???) 

NEPA:  New England Parks Association (professional) 

NFCA:  National Fraternal Council of America (umbrella organization) 

NFIU:  National Federation of Independent Unions (labor) 

NFL:  National Football League (sports) 

NFLPA:  National Football League Players Association (labor) 

NFRC:  National Fathers’ Resource Center (political) 

NFU:  National Farmers Union (labor) 

NG:  National Guard (government) 

NG:  National Grange (see OPH) (fraternal) 

NGA:  National Guard Association (fraternal, civic) 

NGAUS: National Guard Association of the US (see NGA) 

NHD:  Naval History Division (military) 

NHL:  National Hockey League (sports) 

NHLPA:  NHL Players Association (labor) 

NHMS:  New Hampshire Missionary Society (religious) 

NHS:  National Honor Society (academic) 

NIH:  National Institutes of Health (governmental) 

NISP:  National Institute of Sports Professionals (sports) 

NISR:  National Institute for Sports Reform (sports) 

NJHS:  National Junior Honor Society (academic) 

NL:  National League (sports) 

NL:  Navy League (military) 
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NLA:  National Liberation Army (guerilla organization) 

NLF:  National Liberation Front (guerilla organization) 

NLM:  National League of Musicians (labor) 

NLU:  National Labor Union (labor) 

NMB:  National Mutual Benefit (mutual benefit) 

NMD:  National Ministries Division of the Presbyterian Church (religious) 

NMS:  Ancient Order, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine (fraternal) 

NMU:  National Maritime Union (labor) 

NNOC:  National Nurses Organizing Committee (labor) 

NNPCW:  National Network of Presbyterian College Women (religious) 

NOBG:  National Order of the Blue and Gray (hereditary) 

NOK:  New Order of Knights (of the Ku Klux Klan) 

NORML:  National Organization for Reform of Marijuana Laws (civic) 

NOW:  National Organization of Women (civic) 

NOW:  Neighbors of Woodcraft (fraternal) 

NPA:  New People’s Army of the Philippines (guerilla organization) 

NPCA:  National Peace Corps Association (civic) 

NPDF:  National Police Defense Foundation (mutual aid) 

NPF:  National Psoriasis Foundation (self-help) 

NPMHU:  National Postal Mail Handlers Union (labor) 

NPWL:  Network of Presbyterian Women in Leadership (religious) 

NRA:  National Recovery Administration (government) 

NRA:  National Recreation Association (professional) 

NRA: National Rifle Association (political) 

NRC:  National Research Council (medical research) 

NRHA:  National Reining Horse Association (equestrian) 

NRLCA:  National Rural Letter Carriers Association (labor) 

NRMC:  Naval Records Management Center (military) 

NRPA:  National Recreation and Park Association (professional) 

NSAR:  National Sons of the American Revolution (see SAR) (hereditary) 

NSBA:  National Snaffle Bit Association (equestrian) 

NSC:  National Society of Celts (hereditary) 

NSCDA:  National Society of Colonial Dames in America (hereditary) 

NSDAC:  National Society, Daughters of the American Colonists (hereditary) 

NSDAR:  National Society, Daughters of the American Revolution (hereditary) 

NSF:  National Sports Foundation (sports) 

NSFFD:  National Society of First Families of Delmarva (hereditary) 

NSFFM:  National Society of First Families of Minnesota (hereditary) 

NSGW:  Native Sons of the Golden West (fraternal) 

NSI:  Nobelmen Society Inc. (high school fraternity) 

NSP:  New School Presbyterian General Assembly (religious denomination) 

NSPE:  National Society of Professional Engineers (professional) 

NSPR:  National Society for Park Resources (professional) 
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NSSCNE:  National Society Sons of Colonial New England (hereditary) 

NSSDAP:  National Society Sons and Daughters of Antebellum Planters (hereditary) 

NSSUP:  National Society of Utah Pioneers (hereditary) 

NTAIBC:  New Testament Association of Independent Baptist Churches (religious 

denomination) 

NTEU:  National Treasury Employees Union (labor) 

NTRS:  National Therapeutic Recreation Society (professional) 

NU:  National Union (???) 

NUBC:  National Union of Baptist Churches (religious denomination) 

NUIM:  National Union of Iron Moulders (labor) 

NVOA:  National Veterans Organization of America (veterans) 

NWLA: ????? 

NWLB:  National War Labor Board (governmental, WWI) 

NWMP:  North West Mounted Police (Canada) (governmental) 

NWSA:  National Woman Suffrage Association (civic) 

NWSEO:  National Weather Service Employees Organization (labor) 

NWU:  National Writers Union (labor) 

NY&ERR:  New York & Erie Rail Road (railroad) 

NYCO:  New York City Opera (musical) 

NYCS:  New York Central System (railroad) 

NYEMS:  New York Evangelical Missionary Society (religious) 

NYGBS:  New York Genealogical and Biographical Society (academic) 

NYMS:  New York Missionary Society (religious) 

NYP:  New York Philharmonic (musical) 

NYPL:  New York Public Library  

NYSCA:  National Youth Sports Coaches Association (professional) 

NYSP:  New York State Police (governmental) 

NYST:  New York State Troopers (governmental) 

NZPCA:  New Zealand Pony Clubs Association (equestrian) 

 

 

 

O 
 

O&W:  New York, Ontario and Western Railroad (railroad) 

OA:  Order of the Arrow (secret society within Boy Scouts of America) (fraternal) 

OA:  Order of the Acorn (hereditary) 

OAD:  Discalced Augustinians (religious order) 

OAK:  Order of American Knights 

OAR:  Order of the Augustinian Recollects (religious order) 

OAU:  Order of the American Union (political) 
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OB:  Order of the Bath (knighthood) 

OC:  Optimist Club 

OC:  Order of Camels (??) 

OC:  Oxford Class, Methodist Episcopal Church (religious, educational) 

OCA:  Orthodox Church in America (religious denomination) 

OCarm: Order of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel (religious order) 

OCart:  Carthusians (religious order) 

OCD:  Discalced Carmelites (religious order) 

OCD:  Order of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel (Carmelites) (religious order) 

OCDS: Order of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel (Carmelites) (religious order) 

OCF:  Order of Chosen Friends (???) 

OCist:  Cistercians of the Ancient Observance (religious order) 

OCJS:  Order of the Constellation of Junior Stars (fraternal, youth) 

OCR:  Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance (Trappists) (religious order) 

OCSO:  Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance (Trappists) (religious order) 

OD:  Order of DeMolay (youth, fraternal) 

ODAHAC:  Order of Descendents of the Ancient & Honorable Artillery Company 

(hereditary) 

ODAP:  Order of Descendents of Ancient Planters (hereditary) 

ODM:  Order of DeMolay 

OdeM:  Order of Our Lady of Mercy (Mercedarians) (religious order) 

ODHS:  Des Schwestern Verbandes (Sisters of the Federation) (??) 

ODPP:  Order of Descendents of Pirates and Privateers (hereditary) 

OE:  Order of Emorians (??) 

OE:  Order of Evergreens (??) 

OES:  Order of the Eastern Star (Masonic fraternal organization for women) 

OFFC:  Order of the First Families of Connecticut (hereditary) 

OFFM:  Order of the First Families of Maine (hereditary) 

OFFM:  Order of the First Families of Maryland (hereditary) 

OFFNC:  Order of the First Families of North Carolina (hereditary) 

OFFRIPP:  Order of the First Families of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 

(hereditary) 

OFM:  Order of Friars Minor (Franciscan Friars) (religious order) 

OFMCap:  Order of Friars Minor Capuchin  (religious order) 

OFMConv:  Order of Friars Minor Conventual (Conventuals) (religious order) 

OFWW:  Order of the First World War (hereditary) 

OGC:  Order of the Golden Cross (fraternal) 

OGC:  Order of the Golden Circle (fraternal) 

OGT:  Order of Good Templars (Masonic?) 

OH:  Order of Hospitalers (Hospitaler Brothers of St. John of God) (religious order) 

OHAC:  Order of the Honorable Artillery Company (hereditary) 

OI:  Order of Iroquois (fraternal?) 

OI:  Optimist International (fraternal) 
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OIC:  Order of the Imitation of Christ (Bethany Ashram) (religious order) 

OKM: Order of Knight Masons (fraternal) 

OKP:  Order of the Knights of Pythias (see KofP) 

OLM:  Order of Lebanese Maronite (Baladites) (religious order) 

OM:  Order of Mules (fraternal) 

OMD:  Order of the Merovingian Dynasty (hereditary) 

OMI:  Oblates of Mary Immaculate (religious order) 

OMP:  Order of Mutual Protection 

OMV:  Oblates of the Virgin Mary (religious order) 

OO:  Order of Owls (see OOO) 

OO:  Orange Order 

OOF:  Order of Odd Fellows (see IOOF) (fraternal) 

OofA:  Order of Amaranth (Masonic) 

OofUF:  Order of United Friends (??) 

OOO:  Order of Owls (fraternal, mutual benefit) 

OP:  Order of Protection 

OP:  Order of Friars Preachers (Dominicans) (religious order) 

OP:  Dominican Sisters of the Immaculate Conception (religious order) 

OP:  Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist (religious order) 

OPA:  Office of Price Administration (governmental) 

OPCMIA:  Operative Plasterers’ and Cement Masons’ International Association (labor) 

OPH:  National Grange of the Order of Patrons of Husbandry (fraternal) 

OPIEU:  Office and Professional Employees International Union (labor) 

OPKTS:  Order of the Poor Knights of the Temple of Solomon (see KT) 

OPP:  Ontario Provincial Police (governmental) 

ORC:  Order of the Red Cross (fraternal) 

ORC:  Order of Railway Conductors (labor) 

ORM:  Order of Red Men (fraternal) 

ORT:  Order of Railway Telegraphers (labor) 

OSA:  Order of St. Augustine (religious order) 

OSB:  Old School Baptist Church a/k/a Anti-Mission Baptist (religious denomination) 

OSB:  Order of the Star of Bethlehem (fraternal) 

OSB:  Order of St. Benedict (Benedictines) (religious order) 

OSB Cam.:  Camaldolese Benedictines (religious order) 

OSC:  Order of Scottish Clans (St. Andrew’s Societies) (fraternal) 

OSC:  Canons Regular of the Holy Cross (Crosiers) (religious order) 

OSC:  Nuns of the Order of St. Clare (Poor Clares) (religious order) 

OSCam:  Order of Saint Camillus (religious order) 

OSE:  Order of St. Elisabeth (religious order) 

OSF:  Order of St. Francis (religious order) 

OSF:  Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist (religious order) 

OSF:  Franciscan Brothers of Brooklyn (religious order) 

OSF:  Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration (religious order) 
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OSF:  Sisters of St. Francis of the Martyr St. George (religious order) 

OSGA:  Old School General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (religious 

denomination) 

OSI:  Order of the Sons of Italy (hereditary) 

OSI:  Oblates of St. Joseph (Josephines of Asti) (religious order) 

OSIA:  Order of the Sons of Italy in America (hereditary) 

OSM:  Order of Friars, Servants of Mary (Servites) (religious order) 

OSP:  Oblate Sisters of Providence (religious order) 

OSS:  Office of Strategic Services (governmental) 

OSSB:  Order of the Star Spangled Banner (a/k/a Sons of ’76) (hereditary) 

OSSG:  Order of the Sons of St. George (hereditary) 

OSST:  Order of the Most Holy Trinity (Trinitarians) (religious order) 

OSU:  Ursuline Nuns of the Roman Union (Ursulines) (religious order) 

OSWW:  Order of the Second World War (hereditary) 

OTO:  Ordo Templi Orientis (fraternal) 

OUAM:  Order of United American Mechanics (labor) 

 

 

 

P 
 

P-TA:  Parent-Teachers’ Association 

PACE:  Paper, Allied-Industrial, Chemical & Energy Workers International Union 

(labor) 

PACO:  Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra of Boston (musical) 

PAM:  Presbyterian Association of Musicians (religious) 

PASTCF:  Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology and the Christian Faith 

(religious) 

PATCO:  Professional Air Traffic Controllers Organization (labor union) 

PAW:  Pride At Work (labor) 

PBA:  Patrolmen’s (or Police) Benevolent Association (labor, mutual benefit) 

PBK:  Phi Beta Kappa (college honorary) 

PBVM:  Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Presentation Sisters) 

(religious order) 

PC:  The Pony Club (equestrian, UK) 

PCA:  Presbyterian Church in America (religious denomination) 

PCBAA:  Presbyterian Church Business Administrators Association (religious, 

professional) 

PCCA:  Presbyterian College Chaplains Association (religious) 

PCCMP:  Presbyterian Council for Chaplains and Military Personnel (religious) 

PCI:  Protestant Community of Inspiration (religious denomination) 
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PCUS:  Presbyterian Church of the United States (religious denomination) 

PCUSA:  Presbyterian Church USA (religious denomination) 

PDA:  Parenteral Drug Association (professional) 

PECUSA:  Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America (religious 

denomination) 

PEDS:  Pilgrim Edward Doty Society (hereditary) 

PEER:  Presbyterian Endowment Education & Resource Network (religious) 

PEHS:  Protestant Episcopal Historical Society (religious) 

PEO:  Protect Each Other Sisterhood (fraternal, mutual benefit, women) 

PESPEK:  Protestant Episcopal Society for the Promotion of Evangelical Knowledge 

(religious) 

PFA:  Presidential Families of America (hereditary) 

PFCS:  Pilgrim Francis Cooke Society (hereditary) 

PFIA:  Police and Firemen’s Insurance Association (mutual benefit) 

PFofA:  Patriotic Friends of America (??) 

PGA:  Professional Golfers Association (labor) 

PGAA:  Playground Association of America (professional) 

PGD:  Phi Gamma Delta (fraternity) 

PH:  The Order of Patrons of Husbandry (Grange) (fraternal) 

PHMS:  Philadelphia Home Missionary Society (religious) 

PHNS:  Public Health Nursing Service (of the American Red Cross) 

PHP:  Presbyterian Hunger Program (religious) 

PHS:  United States Public Health Service (governmental) 

PHS:  Plymouth Hereditary Society (hereditary) 

PILP:  Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program (religious) 

PK:  Promise Keepers (religious) 

PKA:  Protestant Knights of America  (fraternal?) 

PKA:  Pi Kappa Alpha (college fraternity) 

PKP:  Pi Kappa Psi (college fraternity) 

PKS:  Phi Kappa Sigma (fraternity) 

PLO:  Palestine Liberation Organization (guerilla organization) 

PM:  Patriarchs Militant (Independent Order of Odd Fellows) (fraternal) 

PM:  Presentation Sisters (religious order) 

PMA:  Phi Mu Alpha (musical/fraternal) 

PMC:  Primitive Methodist Church (religious denomination) 

PMS:  Presbyterian Monthly Satire (religious) 

PNU:  Polish National Union of America (mutual benefit) 

PofH:  Patrons of Husbandry (Grange)  (fraternal) 

POS:  Priory of Sion 

POSA:  Patriotic Order of the Sons of America  

POWER:  Progressive Organization for Workplace and Employee Rights (labor) 

PPC:  Presbyterian Partnership of Conscience (religious) 

PRCU:  Polish Roman Catholic Union of America (mutual benefit) 
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PRMI:  Presbyterian-Reformed Ministries International (religious) 

PS:  Pythian Sisters (or Sisterhood) (fraternal) 

PSK:  Phi Sigma Kappa (college fraternity) 

PSS: Society of St. Sulpice (religious order) 

PTA:  Parents and Teachers Association (see P-TA) 

PTA:  Pianoforte Tuners’ Association (trade) 

PTG:  Piano Technicians Guild (trade) 

PTK:  Phi Theta Kappa (junior college honorary) 

PWA:  Public Works Administration (governmental) 

PYC:  Presbyterian Youth Connection (youth, religious) 

 

 

 

Q 
 

QA:  Quarrymen’s Association (labor) 

QAAA:  Quebec Amateur Athletic Association (sports) 

QAIMNS:  Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing Service (UK) (governmental) 

QAR:  Queen Anne’s Revenge (Blackbeard’s flagship) 

QSS:  Quill & Scroll Society (educational) 

 

 

 

R 
 

RA:  Rebekah Assemblies 

RA:  Railroad Administration (governmental, WWI) 

RA:  Royal Academy (??) 

RA:  Royal Arcanum 

RA:  Religious of the Assumption (religious order) 

RA:  Resettlement Administration (governmental, New Deal) 

RAAC:  Royal Australian Air Corps (military) 

RAC:  Royal Arch Chapter (fraternal) 

RAC:  Recording Artists Coalition (labor) 

RAF:  Royal Air Force (military) 

RAM:  Royal Arch Masons (Masonic) 

RAOB:  Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes (fraternal) 

RAPS:  Regulatory Affairs Professional Society (professional) 

RBP:  Royal Black Preceptory (a/k/a Royal Black Knights) (Masonic) 

RC:  Roman Catholic (religious denomination) 
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RC:  Red Cross (civic) 

RC:  Republican Club (political) 

RC:  Religious of the Cenacle (religious order) 

RCA:  Reformed Church in America (religious denomination) 

RCA:  Red Cross Auxiliary 

RCA:  Radio Corporation of America (corporation) 

RCAC:  Royal Canadian Army Cadets (military) 

RCAF:  Royal Canadian Air Force (military) 

RCIU:  Retail Clerks International Union (labor union) 

RCJ:  Rogationists of the Heart of Jesus (religious order) 

RCL:  Royal Canadian Legion (veterans) 

RCMP:  Royal Canadian Mounted Police (governmental) 

RCUS:  Reformed Church in the United States (religious denomination) 

RD:  Rebecca Degree (fraternal) 

REA:  Rural Electrification Administration (governmental; New Deal) 

REA:  The Retired Enlisted Association (veterans) 

REAP:  Research, Educate, Advocacy, People (union reform group) 

RENAMO:  Mozambican National Resistance (guerilla organization) 

RF:  Rosicrucian Fraternity 

RG:  Rainbow Girls (youth fraternal) 

RGS:  Good Shepherd Sisters (religious order) 

RI:  Rotary International (fraternal) 

RIAA:  Recording Industry Association of America (trade) 

RIHMS:  Rhode Island Home Missionary Society (religious) 

RK:  Roman Knights (??) 

RL:  Rebecca (Rebekkah) Lodge (fraternal) 

RM:  Red Men (fraternal) 

RM:  Reformed Methodist Church (religious denomination) 

RMOKH:  Religious and Military Order of the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre (religious) 

RNA:  Royal Neighbors of America (?) 

RNC:  Republican National Committee (political organization) 

RNWMP:  Royal North West Mounted Police (Canada) (governmental) 

RNZRSA:  Royal New Zealand Returned and Services Organization (veterans) 

RO:  Rosicrucian Order, a/k/a AMORC (religious) 

ROA:  Retired Officers Association (veterans) 

ROAUS:  Reserve Officers Association of the United States (military) 

ROJ:  Royal Order of Jesters (Masonic) 

RP:  Reformed Presbyterian Church, a/k/a Covenanters (religious denomination) 

RPG:  Sister Adorers of the Precious Blood (religious order) 

RS:  Relief Society (women) 

RSGF:  Royal Society of Good Fellows (??) 

RSLA:  Returned & Services League of Australia (veterans) 

RSM:  Royal and Select Masons (Masonic) 
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RSM:  Religious Sisters of Mercy (religious order) 

RSM:  Sisters of Mercy (religious order) 

RSTV:  Rite of St. Vaclara (??) 

RSTV:  Rite of St. Vita (??) 

RTofT:  Royal Templars of Temperance 

RTT:  Royal Templars of Temperance (see RTofT) 

RWDSU:  Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union (labor) 

 

 

 

S 
 

SA:  Society of the Atonement (Graymoor Friars and Sisters) (religious order) 

SAC:  Society of the Catholic Apostolate (Pallottines) (religious order) 

SAC:  Second Advent Church (religious denomination) 

SAE:  Sigma Alpha Epsilon ( fraternity) 

SAG:  Screen Actors Guild (labor) 

SAI:  Sigma Alpha Iota (fraternal/musical) 

SAL:  Sons of the American Legion  

SAR:  Sisters of the American Revolution (hereditary) 

SAR:  Sons of the American Revolution (hereditary) 

SAS:  Saint Andrew’s Society (hereditary) 

SAS:  Scandinavian Airlines System (business) 

SATC:  Student Army Training Corps (military, WWI) 

SBC:  Southern Baptist Convention (religious denomination) 

SBCL:  Saint Boniface Catholic Union (religious) 

SBPS:  Southern Baptist Publication Society (religious) 

SBS:  Stoneleigh-Burnham School (school) 

SC:  Society of the Cincinnati (hereditary) 

SC:  Sisters of Charity (religious order) 

SCDM:  Society for Clinical Data Management (professional) 

SCJ:  Priests of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (Dehonians) (religious order) 

SCS:  Slovak Catholic Sokol (mutual benefit) 

SCV:  Sons of Confederate Veterans (hereditary) 

SCVCW:  Sons of Confederate Veterans of the Civil War (hereditary) 

SDA:  Seventh Day Adventist (religious denomination) 

SDA:  Society of Descendents of the Alamo (hereditary) 

SDB:  Salesians of St. John Bosco (religious order) 

SDB:  Seventh Day Baptists (religious denomination) 

SDL:  Sons and Daughters of Liberty 

SDOP:  Self-Development of People (religious) 
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SDR:  Sons and Daughters of the Revolution (hereditary) 

SDS:  Saint David’s Society (hereditary) 

SDS:  Students for a Democratic Society (political action) 

SDS:  Society of the Divine Savior (Salvatorians) (religious order) 

SDSC:  Society of Descendents of Signers of the Constitution (hereditary) 

SDV:  Clerics of the Divine Vocation (Vocationists) (religious order) 

SEIU:  Service Employees International Union (labor) 

SERV:  Society of Ethical and Religious Vegetarians (religious, lifestyle) 

SFA:  Special Forces Association (military) 

SFB:  Sphinx Fraternal Brotherhood (high school fraternity) 

SG:  Sunshine Girls (youth, fraternal) 

SG:  Brothers of Christian Instruction of St. Gabriel (religious order) 

SGM:  Soeurs Grises de Montreal (Grey Nuns of Montreal) (religious order) 

SGS:  St. George’s Society (hereditary) 

SGUS:  Slovak Gymnastic Union Sokol of the USA (mutual benefit) 

SIM:  Sudan Interior Ministry (religious) 

SI:  Sons of Italy (hereditary) 

SIMS:  Societa Italiana di Mutto Soccorso (mutual benefit) 

SiPSi:  Sigma Pi Sigma (high school sorority) 

SIU:  Seafarers International Union of North America (labor) 

SJ:  Society of Jesus (Jesuits) (religious order) 

SKUM:  ?? 

SL:  Sons of Liberty 

SL:  Sisters of Life (religious order) 

SLP:  Socialist Labor Party (political) 

SM:  Sons of Malta (fraternal/religious) 

SM:  Society of Mary (Marianists) (religious order) 

SM:  Society of Mary (Marists) (religious order) 

SMAA:  Scandinavian Mutual Aid Association (mutual benefit) 

SMB:  Societa di Mutuo Beneficio (mutual benefit) 

SMOM:  Sovereign Military Order of Malta (a/k/a Order of Malta) 

SMOTJ:  Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem 

SMS:  Societa di Mutuo Soccoroso (mutual benefit) 

SMWIA:  Sheet Metal Workers International Association (labor) 

SNA-AUM:  Shrine of North America (fraternal) 

SNBS:  Slovene National Benefit Society (mutual benefit) 

SNCC:  Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee (political) 

SND:  Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur (religious order) 

SNJM:  Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary (religious order) 

SOCis:  Cistercians of the Ancient Observance (religious order) 

SoCRA:  Society of Clinical Research Associates (professional) 

SoCV:  Sons of Confederate Veterans (hereditary) 

SofE:  Sons of England (??) 
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SofSt.G:  Sons of St. George (??) 

SOKP:  Society of Kentucky Pioneers (hereditary) 

SOSJ:  Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem 

SOV:  Sons of Veterans (hereditary) 

SP:  Socialist Party (political) 

SPA:  Socialist Party of America (political) 

SPARS:  Society of Professional Recording Services (trade) 

SPCK:  Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge (religious) 

SPE:  Sigma Phi Epsilon (college fraternity) 

SPEBSQSA:  Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet 

Singing in America (arts) 

SPG:  Society for Propagation of the Gospel (religious) 

SPG:  Society for Propagating the Gospel among the Indians and others in North America 

(religious) 

SPG:  Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts (religious) 

SPCK--Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge (religious) 

SPR:  Southern Pacific Railroad (business) 

SPRE:  Society of Park and Recreation Educators (professional) 

SR:  Sons of the Revolution (hereditary) 

SR:  Scottish Rite (Masonic) 

SR:  Societas Rosicrusiana (religious) 

SRB:  Scouts Royale Brotherhood (high school fraternity) 

SRM:  Society of Red Men (fraternal) 

SRP:  Society of Recorder Players (musical) 

SRS:  Scouts Royale Sisterhood (high school sorority) 

SRW:  Society of Recreation Workers (professional) 

SS:  Sewing Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church (religious) 

SS:  Society of St. Sulpice (religious order) 

SSA:  (see SAS) 

SSAL:  Sunday School Athletic League (religious) 

SSBA:  Sons of Scotland Benevolent Association (mutual benefit) 

SSC:  Missionary Society of St. Columban (Columbans) (religious order) 

SSCC:  Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary (religious order) 

SSCJ:  Sisters, Servants of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus (religious order) 

SSG:  Sons of St. George (hereditary) 

SSJ:  St. Joseph’s Society of the Sacred Heart (Josephite Fathers and Brothers) (religious 

order) 

SSJ:  Sisters of St. Joseph (religious order) 

SSJ:  Sisters of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart (religious order) 

SSND:  School Sisters of Notre Dame (religious order) 

SSP:  Society of St. Paul (religious order) 

SSPC:  The Society for Protective Coatings (professional) 

SSS:  Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament (Sacramontines) (religious order) 
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SSTh:  Sisters of St. Therese of the Child Jesus (religious order) 

SSU:  Sunday School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church (religious) 

ST:  Sons of Temperance 

ST.GSofNY:  St. George’s Society of New York (hereditary) 

SU:  Usruline Sisters (religious order) 

SUV:  Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (hereditary) 

SUVCW:  (see SUV) 

SV:  Sons of the Veterans of the United States of America (hereditary) 

SVD:  Divine Word Missionaries (religious order) 

SVUSA:  Sons of Veterans of the United State of America (see SV and SUV) 

(hereditary) 

SWAPO:  South-West Africa People’s Organization (guerilla organization) 

SWE:  Society of Women Engineers (professional) 

SWG:  Society of Women Geographers (learned) 

SX:  Missionary Society of St. Francis Xavier (Xaverians) (religious order) 

 

 

 

T 
 

TA&B:  ???  (religious) 

TAMFS:  That All May Freely Serve (religious, activist) 

TC:  Triangle Club (political) 

TCL:  Tall Cedars of Lebanon (Masonic) 

TCU:  Transportation Communications International Union (labor) 

TDC:  True Dutch Church (religious denomination) 

TDU:  Teamsters for a Democratic Union (labor) 

TDX:  Theta Delta Chi (college fraternity) 

TEC:  The Episcopal Church (religious denomination) 

TEKE (see TKE) 

TEX:  Tau Epsilon Chi (high school sorority) 

TH:  Territory of Hawaii (military) 

THT:  Templars of Honor and Temperance 

TKE:  Tau Kappa Epsilon (college fraternity) 

TKKKK:  Templar Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 

TMA:  Turnaround Management Association (professional) 

TOR:  Franciscan Friars of the Third Order Regular (religious order) 

TOR:  Franciscan Sisters of Penance of the Sorrowful Mother (religious order) 

TPLF:  Temple of Honor and Temperance (Odd Fellows) (fraternal) 

TRLS:  Tapping Reeve Law School (educational) 

TROA:  The Retired Officers Association (military) 
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TS:  Theosophical Society (religious denomination) 

TS:  Tammany Society (fraternal) 

TS:  Thespian Society (youth, educational) 

TUP:  The United Presbyterians (religious denomination) 

TVA:  Tennessee Valley Authority (governmental) 

TWU:  Transport Workers Union of America (labor) 

TWUA:  Textile Workers Union of America (labor) 

TX:  Theta Chi (fraternity) 

TX:  Theta Xi (fraternity) 

 

 

 

U 
 

UA:  United Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of the Plumbing and Pipefitting 

Industry of the United States and Canada (Plumbers and Pipefitters Union) (labor) 

UA:  Unitarian Association (religious denomination) 

UAFA:  United Armed Forces Association (military) 

UAM:  United American Mechanics (fraternal) 

UAN:  United American Nurses (labor) 

UAOD:  United Ancient Order of Druids (fraternal) 

UAW:  United Automobile, Aerospace & Agricultural Implement Workers of America 

International Union (labor) 

UBC:  United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America (labor) 

UBRE:  United Brotherhood of Railway Employees (labor) 

UC:  Union Club 

UCBWN:  United Church Board for World Missions (religious) 

UCC:  United Church of Christ (religious denomination) 

UCC:  United Church of Canada (religious denomination) 

UCMS:  United Christian Missionary Society (religious) 

UCV:  United Confederate Veterans (hereditary) 

UDA:  Ulster Defence Association (guerilla movement – Northern Ireland) 

UDC:  United Daughters of the Confederacy (hereditary) 

UDMS:  United Domestic Missionary Society (religious) 

UE:  United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers of America (labor) 

UEL:  United Empire Loyalists 

UFCW:  United Food and Commercial Workers (labor) 

UFL:  Union Fraternal League (??) 

UFM:  United Friends of Michigan (??) 

UFW:  United Farm Workers of America (labor) 

UKA:  United Klans of America 
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UKC:  United Kennel Club (sports) 

ULC:  Union League Club (social) 

ULP:  Upsilon Lambda Phi (high school fraternity) 

UMC:  United Methodist Church (religious denomination) 

UMS:  United Missionary Society (religious) 

UMW:  United Methodist Women (religious) 

UMW:  United Mine Workers (labor) 

UMWA:  United Mine Workers of America (labor) 

UNITE:  Union of Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employees (labor) 

UO of GC:  United Order of Grand Commandery(?) (Masonic) 

UOGC:  (see UO of GC) 

UO of GC:  United Order of the Golden Cross (fraternal, temperance)(became part of 

WOW) 

UOPF:  United Order of the Pilgrim Fathers (hereditary) 

UOTS:  United Order of True Sisters (religious) 

UP:  United Presbyterians (religious denomination) 

UP:  Union Pacific Railroad (business) 

UPCNA:  United Presbyterian Church in North America (religious denomination) 

UPDA:  Uganda People’s Democratic Army (guerilla group) 

UPWA:  United Packinghouse Workers of America (labor union) 

URNG:  Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (guerilla organization) 

USA:  United States Army (governmental) 

USAAF:  United States Army Air Force (military – pre WWII) 

USAE:  USA Equestrian (equestrian) 

USAF:  United States Air Force (military) 

USAWOA:  US Army Warrant Officers Association (military0 

USB:  United Society of Believers (Shakers) (religious denomination) 

USCG:  United States Coast Guard (governmental) 

USCGR:  United States Coast Guard Reserves (military) 

USCTA:  United States Combined Training Association (equestrian) 

USDF:  United States Dressage Federation (equestrian) 

USEA:  United States Eventing Association (equestrian) 

USET:  United States Equestrian Team (equestrian) 

USFIP:  United States Forces in the Philippines (military) 

USHJA:  United States Hunter/Jumper Association (equestrian) 

USLCMBA:  U. S. Letter Carriers Mutual Benefit Association (mutual benefit) 

USMC:  United States Marine Corps (military) 

USMCR:  United States Marine Corps Reserve (military) 

USMGA:  United States Mounted Games Association (sports) 

USN:  United States Navy (military) 

USNR:  United States Navy Reserve (military) 

USO:  United Service Organizations (civic, veterans) 

USOC:  United States Olympic Committee (sports) 
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USPC:  United States Pony Clubs, Inc. (youth, equestrian) 

USPG:  United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (religious) 

USPHS:  United States Public Health Service (governmental) 

USSSA:  United States Specialty Sports Association (sports) 

USWA:  United Steelworkers of America (labor) 

UTU:  United Transportation Union (labor) 

UU:  Unitarian Universalist (Church) (religious denomination) 

UWUA:  Utility Workers Union of America (labor) 

UWWC:  United War Work Campaign (World War I)(patriotic) 

 

 

 

V 
 

VA:  US Department of Veterans Affairs (Veterans Administration) (governmental) 

VCS:  Veterans for Common Sense (veterans) 

VDMS:  Vermont Domestic Missionary Society (religious) 

VFW:  Veterans of Foreign Wars (veterans) 

VHPA:  Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association (veterans) 

VIS:  Village Improvement Society (generic) 

VMS:  Volunteer Medical Service (health care, WWI) 

VSA:  Violin Society of America (musical) 

VVA:  Vietnam Veterans of America (veterans) 

VVAW:  Vietnam Veterans Against the War (political) 

VVW: Veterans of the Vietnam War (veterans) 

 

 

 

W 
 

WA:  Wide Awakes (political) 

WA:  Working America (labor) 

WAAC:  Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (military) 

WAAF:  Women of the Army Air Force (military) 

WAC:  Women’s Army Corps (military) 

WADA:  World Anti-Doping Agency (sports) 

WBA:  Workingmen’s Benevolent Association (labor union) 

WBC:  Women’s Bowling Congress (sport) 

WBF:  Workmen’s Benefit Fund (mutual benefit) 

WBM:  Women’s Board of Missions of the Congregational Church (religious) 
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WC:  Workmen’s Circle (mutual benefit) 

WC:  War Council of the American National Red Cross (quasi-governmental, WWI) 

WC:  Women’s Club 

WC:  Woodmen’s Circle (auxiliary of Woodmen of the World) 

WCCS:  War Camp Community Service (patriotic) 

WCES:  Western Church Extension Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church 

(religious) 

WCL:  Women’s Committee for the Loan (patriotic) 

WCTU:  Women’s Christian Temperance Union (social cause, women) 

WD:  War Department (governmental) 

WDMS:  Western Domestic Missionary Society (religious) 

WEC:  White Eagle Club 

WEL:  Women’s Electoral Lobby (Australia) (women) 

WFA:  World Federalist Association (political) 

WFLA:  Western Fraternal Life Association (mutual benefit) 

WFM:  Western Federation of Miners (labor union) 

WFMS:  Women’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church 

WG:  Women’s Guild of the Congregational Church (religious) 

WGA:  Writers Guild of America, West (labor) 

WGAE:  Writers Guild of America, East (labor) 

WHMS:  Women’s Home Missionary Society of the Congregational Church (religious) 

WI:  Women’s Institute (UK) (women) 

WI:  Washboards International (musical) 

WIB:  War Industries Board (governmental, WWI) 

WILPF:  Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (women) 

WKKK:  Women of the KKK 

WKSC:  White Knights of the Southern Cross (KKK) 

WLA:  Women’s Land Army “Farmerettes” (patriotic) 

WLC:  Women’s Literary Club (social) 

WLIS:  Women’s Life Insurance Society (mutual benefit) 

WLU:  Western Labor Union (labor) 

WMC:  Wesleyan Methodist Church (religious denomination) 

WMS:  Women’s Missionary Society (religious) 

WMU:  Women’s Missionary Union (religious) 

WOGC:  (see WO of GC) 

WO of GC:  W(orld?) Order of the Golden Cross (fraternal)(probably became UOGC) 

WOW:  Woodmen of the World (fraternal, mutual benefit) 

WOWLIS:  Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society (mutual benefit) 

WPA:  Works Progress Administration (governmental) 

WPD:  War Plans Division, United States Army (military) 

WPFA:  William Penn Fraternal Association (mutual benefit) 

WRC:  Women’s Relief Corps (GAR auxiliary) 

WS:  Winthrop Society (hereditary) 
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WSA:  Women’s Suffrage Association (political) 

WSCF:  World Student Christian Federation (religious) 

WSCS:  Women’s Society for Christian Service (religious) 

WTUL:  Women's Trade Union League (labor) 

WU:  Weather Underground (political group) 

WW:  Woodmen of the World (fraternal) 

WWF:  World Wrestling Federation (entertainment) 

WWIT:  WorldWIT (online organization of professional women) (women) 

WWW:  Order of the Arrow (youth – Boy Scouts) 

 

 

 

X 
 

X:  Ancient Mystic Order of Samaritans (Odd Fellows) (fraternal) 

XEB:  Chi Epsilon Beta/Club Eligible Bachelors (high school fraternity) 

XO:  Chi Omega (sorority) 

XPS:  Xeroderma Pigmentosum Society (self-help) 

 

 

 

Y 
 

YAF:  Young Americans for Freedom (political action) 

YBF:  Yul Brynner Head & Neck Cancer Foundation, Inc. (civic) 

YCC:  Youth Conservation Corps (civic youth) 

YFC:  Youth For Christ USA (religious, youth) 

YHA:  Youth Hostels Association (youth, recreation) 

YL:  Youth Liberation (political action) 

YLMB:  Young Ladies Mission Band of the Congregational Church (religious) 

YMCA:  Young Men’s Christian Association (religious) 

YMCU:  Young Men’s Christian Union (religious) 

YMG:  Young Women’s Guild (religious) 

YMHA:  Young Men’s Hebrew Association (religious) 

YMMS:  Young Men’s Missionary Society of New York (religious) 

YP:  Young Pioneers (political action) 

YPMS:  Young People’s Missionary Society of Western New York (religious) 

YPSCE:  Young people’s Society of Christian Endeavor of the Congregational Church 

(religious) 

YPSL:  Young People’s Socialist League (political) 
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YR:  York Rite (Shriners)  (masonic) 

YWBA:  Young Women’s Buddhist Association (religious) 

YWCA:  Young Women’s Christian Association (religious) 

YWCTU:  Young Women’s Christian Temperance Union (political) 

YWHA:  Young Women’s Hebrew Association (religious) 

 

 

 

Z 
 

ZBT:  Zeta Beta Tau (college fraternity) 

ZFB:  Zeta Phi Beta (sorority) 

ZI:  Zonta International (?) 

ZOA:  Zionist Organization of America (religious) 

ZPsi:  Zeta Psi (fraternity) 

ZIT:  Zeta Iota Tau (fraternity) 

ZTA:  Zeta Tau Alpha (sorority) 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ): 

 

Question:  How do you decide how to classify an organization?   

 

Answer:  We try to get a best fit, and we don’t feel comfortable classifying some 

organizations (e.g. the KKK) at all.  We’re toying with the idea that fraternal orders 

perhaps ought to be sub-classified as being either Masonic or non-Masonic, because so 

many are either Masonic or built on a Masonic model.  We’re thinking about a 

classification for what are basically special interest groups:  the National Rifle 

Association, while nominally a sports organization, because of its extensive political 

involvement, would be an example of one of these.  Quite frequently we really don’t have 

enough information to classify organizations, or can at best take an educated guess.  Do 

you think classification helps at all?  Does it add anything?  Is it necessary?  Let us 

know!  Would other information about the organizations be equally or more helpful than 

an attempt at categorization? One suggestion we have received is mention of at least one 

date and/or location and/or historical event representing a period of time when the 

organization in question was known to be active. But thatôs a lot of work and we would 

like to feel that people felt it was needed ï or at least useful -- before we undertook it.   

 

 

Question:  If there is an internet link to more information about the organization, 

why don’t you include it? 

 

Answer:  This is a “maybe, sometime in the future” request.  For the time being, we 

recommend Google as a great tool for finding our more about these entities; in fact that is 

exactly where we would start if (when?) we undertook that aspect of the project.  If 

you’re using this tool, you can probably construct a more focused Google search than we 

can!  By the way, Microsoft’s new and improved search engine, Bing, is also showing 

considerable promise and presumably will continue to improve.  Another avenue for 

investigation is Wikipedia – but here we suggest using the name of the organization 

rather than the abbreviation as a starting point. 

 

 

Question:  Okay, now I know that the letters I was looking up actually did stand for 

an organization, but I still know nothing about the organization and what it was all 

about.  What do you suggest I do now? 

 

Answer:  Our favorite place to start with situations like that is Wikipedia.  You won’t 

find Wikipedia entries for every organization on this list, but you will certainly find many 

or most of the less obscure among them – and even many of the truly arcane.   

http://www.google.com/
http://www.bing.com/
http://wikipedia.org/
http://www.wikipedia.org/


Abbreviations for organizations is an ongoing cooperative project sponsored and coordinated 
by Between the Lakes Group, LLC, under the leadership of Geoffrey Brown.  Can you think of 
other abbreviations of organizations suggest?  Please contact us!!  (By the way, we sell local 
history and genealogy CD-ROMs and downloads.  Please check our catalog! – but you’re 
welcome to use this list and contribute to it whether you buy our CDs and downloads or not.) 

www.betweenthelakes.com -- 6/6/2011      

Version 2.2 Page 48 

 

 

Question:  I can think of so many organizations that you do not list!  Why haven’t 

you included the “example”? 

 

Answer:  One of three reasons:  (1) because we knew of it but unfortunately we did not 

think of it, or (2) because we never heard of it, or (3) because we never realized it was 

referred to by its initials.  In any case, please take the trouble to send us an e-mail at 

geoff@betweenthelakes.com with a subject of “Abbreviation List Addition” and we’ll 

add it to the list.  Thank you in advance!! 

 

 

Question:  What time periods are you interested in? 

 

Answer:  Any time period at all if it is of potential interest to a local historian or 

genealogist.  No doubt it will cause some to wince that we have included computer-

related organizations (ACM and DPMA, so far), but let me point out that (1) computers 

were around before the middle of the last century and that makes them pretty clearly a 

part of history now, and (2) some computer organizations (DPMA, specifically) aren’t 

around anymore – at least with that name (DPMA, in case you are interested, changed its 

name in 1997 from the Data Processing Management Association to the Association of 

Information Technology Professionals (AITP) – personally, I thought that DPMA was a 

lot catchier).  Many of the organizations on this list are still very much active, and some 

still exist in different forms and with different names --but many are not! 

 

 

Question:  What geographical area does this list cover? 

 

Answer:  Good question!  Parts of the world that use the Roman alphabet, for starters.  

There’s a heavy bias so far to the English speaking world, and within that, to North 

America.  There’s no question that organizations founded by immigrant ethnic groups 

from outside the British Isles belong on this list, and submission of them is encouraged, 

with the caveat that the list editor is competent in English, remembers a little French and 

Italian, recalls a smattering of Latin, has sung German in choral groups, and is otherwise 

linguistically pretty much illiterate.  So, if you send us the abbreviation or acronym for a 

mutual benefit association of Latvian immigrants with a Lettish name, for example, you 

will need to be extra careful about your accuracy, because I will not be able to confirm 

the information you send – but the chances are that I will take your word for the historical 

existence of the organization and list it anyway. 

 

 

Question:  I think that this list is great and I want to make copies of it and distribute 

it to my (1) students (2) library patrons (3) customers.  May I do this?   

mailto:geoff@betweenthelakes.com
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Answer:  Yes, you may make copies of this list and distribute it freely with the following 

conditions:  each page must indicate that the source of the list was Between the Lakes 

Group LLC, you must include our URL, which is www.betweenthelakes.com, and you 

must include this FAQ.  You may NOT charge for copies of this list or charge for 

viewing this list electronically without our permission.  (An exception is made for 

libraries where a charge per page is made for printing – but in that case you’re paying the 

library for its own expenses.) 

 

 

Question:  How did this list get started? 

 

Answer:  In 2005, the Erie County (NY) Rootsweb group was puzzling over the identity 

of a lodge or similar organization in that area known as E.O.M.A.  There was much 

speculation about what this group might possibly have been, ranging from a Masonic 

organization to a labor union to a church group, and finally one group member came up 

with the answer:  Empire Order of Mutual Aid.  I was reminded by the discussion of 

trying to untangle some abbreviations of lodge names in Sullivan County, NY, earlier on, 

and I decided that it was time to make a list.  The list really started as a place for me to 

refresh my own memory, but it kept growing, and this is the work in progress that is the 

result.  And, six years later, the list just keeps getting bigger and bigger! 

 

 

Question:  Are there other sites or lists on the web that might help me?  I don’t find 

what I am looking for on this list. 

 

Answer:  Two sites of general acronyms (not limited to organizations) we can 

recommend (so far) and no doubt readers can (and should) suggest others as well: 

www.acronymfinder.com   

www.acronymattic.com 

 

If you have a particular interest in collecting emblems, swords, badges, etc. of fraternal 

organizations, and of some organizations that are so esoteric (or vaporous?) as to not be 

of interest even to a list such as this one (but may at some time have issued fraternal 

regalia), we recommend: 

www.exonumia.com/art/society.htm 

  

BlackSheep Genealogy has a good acronym list that appears to be quite actively 

maintained, and we recommend that you check it as well: 

www.ibssg.org/blacksheep/acronym.html 

 

A few of the organizations listed here are described in considerably more detail at the 

following site: 

http://www.betweenthelakes.com/
www.acronymfinder.com
www.acronymattic.com
http://www.exonumia.com/art/society.htm
http://www.ibssg.org/blacksheep/acronym.html
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www.meta-religion.com/Secret_societies/Groups/secret_organizations.htm 

 

We also suggest that you routinely take a look at Wikipedia when confronted with an 

unknown organization.  Because that online encyclopedia has contributors all over the 

world, you just might find what you are looking for in that source. 

www.wikipedia.org 

 

(Note that the sites mentioned in this section are not under the control of Between the 

Lakes Group.) 

 

 

Question:  I have seen one (or several) of the acronyms listed with punctuation – for 

example, with a period after each letter.  How come you don’t use punctuation in 

your acronyms? 

 

Answer:  With the exception of religious orders (which customarily follow each letter in 

their abbreviation or acronym with a period, even today) acronyms are nowadays 

generally expressed without punctuation.  This has not always been the case, of course, 

and even today not everyone conforms to standard practice.  So, when using the list you 

should consider that punctuation – particularly periods, and occasionally hyphens and 

apostrophes – may be present in the source document you are working from.   

 

We have a very practical reason for omitting most punctuation in this list:  because it 

makes it easier for us to maintain strict alphabetic order in the listings and helps us avoid 

duplicate (or near duplicate) entries.   

 

 

Question:  Are you absolutely sure that “xxx” really stands for “YYYYY” – or even 

that such an organization ever really existed? 

 

Answer:  No to both – and we are definitely skeptical about a few of the organizations 

listed above.  The acronyms and abbreviations on this list have come to us from many, 

many sources, and we have not attempted either to verify their existence, or that a 

particular abbreviation was ever actually used for a particular organization.   

 

“Then why have such a list at all if you’re not sure it’s 100% right?” is the next logical 

question, to which the answer is simply the purpose we stated in the introduction:“to 

point researchers toward possibilities for further research and study”.  Nothing more and 

nothing less. 

 

For that much, we hope it is useful.  

 

www.meta-religion.com/Secret_societies/Groups/secret_organizations.htm
www.meta-religion.com/Secret_societies/Groups/secret_organizations.htm
http://www.wikipedia.org/

