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CHAPTER XVIII.
TORRINGTON IN WAR TIMES.

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.

HE number of inhabitants in Torrington in 1774, was
eight hundred and forty-three, of which there were only
one hundred and thirty-two men, and one hundred and
thirty-four women over twenty years of age, leaving five

hundred and seventy-seven persons under twenty years of age, and

in a great measure dependent on the older people for sustenance, care
and protection. Besides this, the country was new, and the obtain-
ing of food and comforts was much more difficult than it would have
been under other circumstances. It is important to bear these things
in mind, as we attempt to estimate the struggle through which the
inhabitants passed in order to obtain their political independence.
The two military companies in 1774, included one hundred and

sixty-nine men, or all the men in the town over twenty years of age,
and thirty-seven under that age. When hostilities commenced at
Concord, in this same year, these companies were not called on to
go to Boston, but were notified to be in readiness at a minute’s warn-
ing. In the autumn session of the assembly of that year, an act was
passed offering a sum of money to every member of the military com-
panies of the state that would train twelve half days in the spring of
the next year ; and the officers were required to report to the justices
of the town, and they to the assembly and draw the pay. The fol-
lowing are the reports made from Torrington. The report was
made by the clerk of the company and addressed :

«To Captain Amos Wilson, 5th Company of the 17th Regiment in the
colony of Connecticut; and to John Cook, and Epaphras Sheldon, Esqrs.,
Justices of the peace, etc.

«This may certify that the following persons in pursuance of the late act of
law of the colony, passed October last, respecting the military ; each one has
trained in his own person according to order as follows :

Half days. Half days.
Lieut. Epaphras Loomis, . . 12. Sergt. Eli Loomis, H 5 A
Sergt. Wait Beach, E 4 . 12, ¢  Benj. Beach, . 3 t 12.

¢“  Noah Wilson, . . . 2. ¢ Joseph Blake, . . ; =8,
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«
“

Dr.
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Abijah Wilson, .
Elijah Barber,
Caleb Lyman,
Ariel Brace, .
Ebenezer Smith,

Private William Wilson,

Jonn Coox,
ErAPARAs SHELDON,

Ashbel Bronson,
Joshua Leach,
Ashbel North, .
Abel Beach, Jr.,
Asahel North, .
Asahel Wilcox,
Benj. Eggleston, .
Caleb Leach,

Ebenezer North, Jr. .

Ebenezer Lyman,
Abel Thrall,
Ambros Marshall,
Asahel Strong, ]Jr.,
Epaphras Sheldon,
Elijah Loomis, .
Ephraim Loomis, .
Epaphras Loomis, Jr.,
Elisha Smith,
Ephraim Bancroft,
Friend Thrall,
George Miller, .
George Allyn,
Joseph Eggleston,
Joseph Thrall,
John Curtiss,

John Beach,

Josiah Whiting, Jr., .

Israel Averitt, Jr.,
James Leach,
John Youngs,
James Beach,
Joseph Beach, Jr.,
Levi Thrall,
Woah North,
Noah Fowler,
Noah Thrall,
Noadiah Bancroft,
Noah Beach,

Amount £24 6s. 6d.

Half days.
I2.
II.
12.
10.
12,
2.
7.
8.

12.

12.
12,
10.

8.

12,
12,
I2.

7.
12,

12,
12.
12.
12,
I2.
12.
12.
12,
i3,
12,
Ir.

9.
.

12,

5
12.
12.
12.
12.

T
12.
.
12,
12.
12,
12.

Half days.

Private Roswell Coe, . ‘ . 6.
“ Roger Wilson, . . . I2.
¢ Samuel Beach, . . o 12,
¢  Shubael Cook, . : . I2.
¢  Thomas Marshall, . . 10.
¢  Timothy Barber, . ’ .
¢ Urijah Cook, . . . 12.
“ Wm. Grant, Jr, . : . A
¢ John Cook, Jr., 5 5 7.
¢ Oliver Cotton, . . T A
¢ Daniel Benedict, 8 X 12.
¢ Daniel Loomis, . i . 1%,
¢ Jacob Johnson, . : : 7
“  Joseph Thompson, H s X%,
¢ Lott Woodruff, . ¥ § 12.
“ Noah North, Jr., . 3 . 12
¢ Isaac Hull, . . . 12,
¢ Isaiah Tuttle, § i 5 1%,
¢ Oliver Bancroft, 1 . 12.
“  John Whiting, Jr., > v I
¢ Christopher Whiting, ; 12.
¢ Joel Miller, . . . .12,
¢ Benoni Loomis, s # 12,
‘  Abner Loomis, Jr., i .12,
¢« Charles Thrall, A v 12.
¢  Abel Stannard, . ] DT
“ John Miner, . « . 12.
¢  Ephraim Loomis, Jr., . o T
¢ Joseph Drake, Sr., . . 12,
¢ Solomon Agard, . : S {3
“ Roger Loomis, . . . 12.
¢ Ebenezer Leach, 3.
¢« David Alvord, . . 9.
¢ Joseph Holmes, . . . 12,
¢ Daniel Murry, 4.
¢ Pardon Thrall, 4
¢ Remembrance Loomis, 4.
¢ Aaron Marshall, 4.
¢  Richard Loomis, 4.
¢ John Richards, 4.
¢ Joseph Taylor, . 4
¢  Daniel Grant, 12.
¢ Joel Roberts, 8.

} Fustices of the peace.

Danier Grant, Clerk.

Received payment Hartford, July, 1775.

Capt. Amos WiLsoN.
ErArHRAS SHELDON.”
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THE TorrINGFORD COMPANY.
“To Capt. John Strong of the gth Company of the 17th Regiment.

Half days. Half days.

Sergt.  Jesse Cook, . . . 12. Private John Birge Jr., . . 1.

e Charles Mather, . . II. 5 Stephen Taylor, H . 12,

o Augustus Haydon, . .12, s¢ Isaac Austin, s > II.

¥ Isaac Goodwin, . s 12. L Nathaniel Barber, . .5

Clerk, Zachariah Mather, . . 12 o Elisha Kelsey, " s 12.

Corpl. Daniel Stow, . : 12, “ Asaph Atwater, 5 .9

e Daniel Hudson, . . 10, o David Norton, § . 9.

s Daniel Dibble, @ . 10. . Daniel Winchell, 3 . 12,

o Roswell Olmstead, . T X “ Return Bissell, . " 12.

¥ John Gillett, . A 3 4. g John Marsh, . . . 11,

Musician Timothy Soper, b o e L Jesse Spencer, X 3 12,

¢ Abraham Filley, . F 4. “ Ebenezer Rood, ‘ . 9.

b Ulisus Fyler, . . o ;N 58 Hezekiah Bissell, . e 11,

o Nathaniel Frisbie, . 10. ¥ Jonathan Kelsey, . . 10,

Private  Benj. Bissell Jr., . . 12, “ Ichabod Stark, Jr., 5 3

“ Samuel Austin, . ‘ 12. o Levi Austin, . 2 . IL

L Cyrenus Austin, . . 12, s Samuel Averitt, . . 9.

I L Joseph Gaylord, . 5 12. «“ Thomas Matthews, . .12,

| “ Elisha Bissell, . . & 41k i Timothy Kelsey, . . 12.

L Nathaniel Austin, . 12. ‘e John Standcliff, 3 . 12,

“ Abel Clark, . . . 12, < Oliver Bissell, z . 12.

4¢ Comfort Standcliff Jr., . 12. “ John Spencer, . . 12.

< Asa Loomis, 3 12. % Seth Coe, . . . 12°

L Joseph Austin, . . 12. & Simeon Birge, ot e X2

“ Thomas Goodman, . .9 “« Joseph Loomis, d . 12.

- Dan Austin, : : 12. L Samuel Kelsey Jr., . .12,

L Silas White, . . . 10. e Andrew D. Austin, 5 10.

; . Timothy Gillett, . 2 10. 1 Daniel Kelsey, . .12,

s Timothy Loomis, . . 12, & Benj. Gaylord, 2 ; 12.

€ John Burr Jr., . ; 12. s Job Curtiss, 8,

) L Cotton Mather, X . 9. « Amos Miller, g 6

s Ebenezer Bissell, . 2 1I. o€ John Squire, . 2 SR

s Eliphas Bissell, . . 12, L Samuel Austin, 2d, 7

“ Ezekiel Bissell Jr., 2 12. 54 Abner Ives, . . 6

“ Roger Sheldon, . .12, L David Soper, ¥ s 3.

L Reuben Burr, 3 . 12. ¥R Michael Loomis, % . I

s Enos Austin, . . . 12, L Nehemiah Gaylord, y 12.
-é:'::ﬂfi:“s’““m"‘ % Fustices of the Peace. Amount £19, 6s. 6d.

Received payment,
Joun Coox,
ErAPHRAS SHELDON.
Capt. SHUBAEL GRISWOLD, as captain, was in the war of the Re-
volution, as early as 1775, in the northern campaign, as the follow-
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ing receipts will show. These receipts are preserved in the pocket
of the book in which he kept his journal in the French war, and
which he used many years afterwards, as an account book.

““ Crownpoint, July 4, 1775.
Elisha Andrus: Sir. Please to let Benjamin Gaylord have five shil-
lings, lawful money worth of your stores. SuuaeL Grisworp, Capt.”
““ Crownpoint, July 26, 1775. Mr. Andrus, Suttler, Sir: Please to let
Edward Fuller have of your stores, three shillings lawful money, by order of
SausaeL Grisworp, Capt.”
“ Crownpoint, August 4, 1775. To Mr. Bemus, Suttler: Please to let
Edward Fuller, have of your stores six shillings, lawful money.
SuusaeL Grisworp, Capt.”
“Crownpoint Sept. 28, 1775.

Received of Mr. Jothem Bemus, sixteen shilling and three pence, york
money, which I desire Capt. Griswold to pay out of my wages, and you will
oblige, Sir Your’s Bushnier Benebicr,”

“To Capt. Shubael Griswold: Sir. This is your order to pay Elisha
Frisbie of Torrington, two pounds money, out of what is due to me for my
wages in last year’s campaign, it being for value received.

Dated, Farmington the 13th day of March, 1776.
Davio Haypon.”

James Cowles.

It is quite evident that a number of Torrington men were in this
campaign with Capt. Griswold.

The following paper found in the State Library explains itself, to
the credit of Torrington :

““To John Lawrence, Esq., Colony Treasurer for the State of Connecticat :
Sir, these are to certify that there were forty-one soldiers, that went into the
service out of the town of Torrington, in the year 1775, whose heads were all
put into the common lists and county rates made therecon, 18s per head, which
by a late act made and provided, they are all abated; therefore Sir, we desire
that the same may be credited to our collector, Elisha Smith, the whole thereof
amounts to the sum of thirty-six pounds, 18s lawful money, etc.

These from your most humble servants,

Dated, Torrington 7th of April 1777.

Joun Cooxk,

Epapuras SHELDON. y Fustices of the Peace.

Joun Strone.

SMOS Wison, } Selectmen.”
PHRAIM BANCROFT,

In 1775, Goshensent thirty-nine soldiers, New Hartford fifty-five,
Cornwall twenty-nine, Harwinton thirty-two.

Early in August 1776, the aspect of affairs at New York was so
threatening, that at the urgent request of General Washington, the
governor and council of Connecticut, ordered the whole of the
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standing militia, west of the Connecticut river, with two regiments
on the east side of the river, tomarch to New York city. This or-
der took two companies from this town.

This year the militia of the state were called out five times.
The defence of New London was met by the eastern part of the
state ; and that of the western boundary in the autumn, by the west-
ern towns. Therefore the Torrington companies may not have
gone more than in the call to New York.

For the comfort of the militia, when they should go into the ser-
vice, the assembly directed that each town should provide one tent for
every £1,000 on the list, and Torrington standing £5,816.15s5, was
required to provide five, if not six tents. Hence, Dea. John Cook,
then town treasurer, paid one order to the widow Mary Birge, by
the hand of her son John Birge, for tent cloth, amounting to five
pounds and six shillings, and also, paid Capt. John Strong, one of
the selectmen, seven pounds and sixteen shillings lawful money, for
tent cloth.

In May 1776, the necessity for regular soldiers who should remain
in the army became more apparent, and the assembly made the regu-
lar pay of a private forty shillings, and that of corporals and musicians
forty-four shillings, and sergeants forty-eight. In December of the
same year, to raise an army for the following two years, ten pounds
were offered as a premium or bounty, and the same pay continued ;
and in 1779, the authorities of this town paid as high as thirty pounds
for one soldier, for three years or during the war.

Capt. EpaPHRAS SHELDON, of this town, was appointed cap-
tain in the second, of the six battalions ordered in June 1776, to be
“raised and marched directly to New York, and there join the Con-
tinental army.” The other officers of this company were 1st lieu-
tenant, Jobn Rockwell; 2d lieutenant, Abner Wilson; ensign,
Charles Goodwin. In this company were probably two of the sons
of the captain viz:

EpapHrAs, aged twenty years, served his time, returned home,
and after many years removed to Hannibal, Oswego county, N. Y.,
where he died in 1850, ninety-four years of age.

REMEMBRANCE, nineteen years of age, was taken prisoner by the
British at Fort Washington ; was poisoned by the water and died in
January, 1777.

Warr, son of Capt. Epaphras, served in the war, and must have
entered the army when fourteen or fifteen years of age; returned,
lived in this town and died in 1849, aged eighty-four years.

29
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The captain lived in this town until 1809, when he removed to
Winchester, where he died in 1812, aged eighty years.

ELijan Loowmrs, son of Ichabod, was probably in this company
and died a prisoner.

Capt. SuuBAEL GRISWOLD was appointed captain in December,
1776, with the following officers in his company : Jonathan Mason
1st lieutenant ; Theodore Catlin, 2d lieutenant; Jesse Buell ensign.
The men were enlisted from Torringford, Litchfield and Cornwall.
The pay roll of this company is reported, in the state library, as lost ;
yet Capt. Griswold made an extra roll, which he placed in the
pocket of his journal, where it remained to the present, in spite of
three generations of children, and more than a hundred years of wear
and tear. It is well preserved, and beautiful to behold, except some
hawk-eyed pictures, which have been scribbled on it either by sol-
diers in the army, or those of the household.

The company marched to Sawpits where it joined the army.

The Marching Roll of Capt. Griswold’s Company, March 4, 1777.

From Torrington.
John Burr,
Seth Coe,
Charles Roberts,
Ambrose Fyler,
Jonathan Miller,
Asaph Atwater,
]ohn Birge,
Isaac Filley,
Timothy Loomis,
Ebenezer Bissell,
Return Bissell,
Daniel Winchell,
Frederick Bigelow,
Cotton Mather,
Benjamin Frisbie,
Thomas Skinner,
Nathaniel Barber,
Timothy Kelsey,
Thomas Matthews,
Stephen Rossiter,
Elisha Kelsey.

From Litchfield.
Stephen Smith,
Gideon Philips,
Abel Catlin,
Simeon Ross,
Timothy Gibbs,
Benjamin Stone,
Ashbel Catlin,
Calvin Bissell,
Benjamin Palmer,
John Way,
Abner Baldwin,
Philemon Wilcox,
Solomon Linsley,
John Woodruff,
Enoch Sperry,
Dyer Cleaveland,
Enos Bains,
Solomon Hurson,
Harris Hopkins,
Timothy Linsley,
Joel Taylor,

John Bissell,
Solomon Woodruff,
Philo Woodruff,
Simeon Gibbs,
Belah Benton.
From Cornwall,
John Mebbins,
Samuel Burton,
Josiah Hopkins,
Asahel Leet,
Solomon Johnson,
Henry Philemor,
Samuel Emmons,
Israel Dibble,
Thomas W hite,
Elisha Damon,
Jernas Wadsworth,
Joshua Hartshorn,
Noah Harrison,
Asa Emmons,
Jonathan Bell,
Simeon North.

The Torringford and Cornwall men marched eighty-five miles,

and the Litchfield men seventy-five, before reaching the army, on
which account the former received seven shillings and one pence,
each, and the latter six shillings and three pence, as traveling ex-
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penses. Tradition says this company was in the northern campaign,
going to Crown point and Montreal, taking Fort St. Johns, and re-
turning in the winter, and this agrees with the reports preserved by
the state.

Capt. MEpaD HiLLs was appointed captain in December, 1776,
and raised his company from Goshen, Torrington and Winchester,
with the following officers : Timothy Stanley, lieutenant ; and John
Dowd, ensign. Capt. Hills resided in Goshen, near the Torrington
line, and is celebrated for the guns which he made during the war
more than for the battles he fought ; for the reason that his guns
have been seen more than his battles have been heard of, although
he was a brave and honored soldier. He is said to have been in com-
mand of two companfes at the taking of New York city, by the Brit-
ish and to have conducted himself and men to the honor of his
country in that perilous time.

The several volunteer companies of the state this year, were put
into one regiment and the assembly appointed Noadiah Hooker, col-
onel ; James Root, lieut. col., and Medad Hills, major. Mr. Hills
was afterwards appointed colonel.

The following persons being detached [drafted] in 1777, and paid
their fines, each, five pounds of money :

Asahel Wilcox, Samuel Beach,

Joseph Taylor, William Wilson,

Isaiah Tuttle, George Baldwin,

Moses Loomis, Jr., Moses Loomis, for his son, second time,
Epaphras Loomis, Jr., George Baldwin, 2d draft,

Roger Wilson, Noadiah Bancroft,

Ephraim Loomis, Pardon Thrall,

Thomas Marshall, Ashbel North,

Noah Fowler, [Samuel] Cummings,

Arial Brace, Benjamin Beach.

In addition to these, Capt. Epaphras Loomis reported the fines of
nine others in 1777. Twenty-three others gave their notes for these
fines, and paid the notes in 1779, £115, amounting in all to two hund-
red and sixty pounds. These funds were used by the town in giving
extra pay to those who did go, and in hiring other soldiers. Capt.
Epaphras Loomis’s company received of this, forty-six pounds.

Benjamin Phelps, in January, 1779, ¢ paid two hundred dollars
for a fine for his son Jonathan, being detached and not going ; £60.”

In 1779, the town treasurer paid the following sums for men as
soldiers.
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¢ Paid Samuel Roberts for his service in the army £6, 10s.  Paid an order
in favor of Noah North for his hiring a man in the service, £10; to Capt.
Amos Wilson for his hiring a man, etc., £10 ; to Urijah Cook for his hiring
a man, etc., £10; to Ebenezer Leach for his service in the army, £10 ; to
Daniel Gram for money paid for clothing £43, 75, 64 ; to Samuel Kelsey for
his service in the army ; to Bushniel Benedect for cartouch box, £4, 4s;
to Daniel and Abraham Loomis for their hiring a man into the army £10;
to Jabez Gillett for two soldier’s blankets, £18 ; to Daniel Waller for his hir-
ing a man etc., after he was detached, £10 ; to Dea. Miller for two blankets
for the soldiers £16 ; to Daniel Dibble for a soldier’s blanket, £9 ; to Ambrose
Fyler, a continental soldler, £13 ; to Jabez Gillett for a pot detached for the
state use £12, 125, ; to Abner Loomis, to hire John Dear to go into the service
in Phelps’s boy’s room, who paid his fine, £60.”

In 1780, the treasurer received fines as follows: By Col. Sheldon,
from Ulyses Fyler, Samuel Clark, Clement T uttle, William Wilson,
and James Ferguson $216. By Maj. Strong, a fine from Stephen
—, $240.

In 1781, the following moneys were received. By several notes
given for fines by those who were detached £5 each, £35. Also by
Ebenezer Bissell as fine £10. Sundry other notes, £5, 17s.

In 1781, the treasurer of the town paid the following for services
in the army.

£. 5. d.
“To Jesse Whiting for three months tour, . . . . . . 10, 8,0
“  George Baldwin for cloth blankets, pork, etc., . s . . 4, 9,6
“ Nehemiah Gaylord, Jr., for hiring Brigadore Loomis a tour, . . . 34,10,0
¢ Elisha Kelsey for six months tour, . 3 3 i 34,10, 0
¢ Eliphalet Hough, six months tour for Sam Cummmgs, . . . . 29, 5,6
“ Roger Marshall for six months tour, . 3 5 : % s 8 10, 8, 0
“ Timothy Loomis for hiring a man six months tour, . . i . 20, 0,0
¢ Andrew Ely for six months tour, . . . . 3 . . 37y 4,0
‘¢ Benjamin Gaylord for a six months tour, . 3 3 . . . 20, 0,0
¢ Asahel Strong conductor of teams, . . . . . . ) 18, 0,0
 Stanley Griswold for part of three months tour, . R . g . 10, 0,0
¢ Capt. Noah Wilson for wheat for the soldiers, . . ’ 5 . 2, 5,0
¢ John Ellsworth for service as a soldier, R 5 3 . . . 514,0
¢ Nathan Sanders for his apprentice in service one summer, . i ¢ 37 4, 0
¢ Barber Moore for a six months tour, . i . 6 8 i . '30;12,0
¢ Elijah Bissell for six months tour, . . . . . . 3 36, 0,0
¢ Ebenezer North for one iron pot for service, . . : % .. L0
¢ Nathaniel Kelsey, Jr., for part of three months tour, S $ 10, 0,0

“ Elisha Smith and Samuel Austin, receivers and packers of beef and other
provisions, . 38, 2,0

¢ Zachariah Mather, Walt Bcach and Abljah Wllson for clothmg and trans-
porting to New Milford, . . v . x 3 % . 25, 3,6
¢ John Standcliff for a six months tour, . : . . . . . 20, 0,0

¢ John Ellsworth for part of a six months tour, . G : 3 : 20, 0, 0







