
Introduction and Chapter 1: 
“Indiana and her People” 

From 

Meredith Nicholson’s  

The Hoosiers  
(1900) 

Note from the publisher 

We at Between the Lakes Group are happy to make this material available to those interested 

in the history of Indiana.  

The Hoosiers was an effort by Nicholson to “give some hint of the forces that have made for 

cultivation in Indiana.”  His intent was evaluation of the state’s performance in literature, but 

he found that this was closely tied to the history of the state, particularly its settlement.  This 

chapter traces the history of Indiana, particularly sources of in-migration and social and 

intellectual thought in the state.  He lays the groundwork in this chapter for his exposition of 

the nature of “the Hoosier” found in subsequent chapters, and discusses some of the literary 

lights of the state.  

We are in the process of publishing more historical and genealogical information about Indiana, 

as well as other locales, from a variety of sources, all old, out of copyright, out of print, and 

most of it very scarce and difficult to locate.  We invite you to examine both our material 

available for download and that available on CD-ROM – your purchases of both make it possible 

to continue to collect and republish this material for you. 

A comprehensive of our offerings can be found at our main website, 

http://www.betweenthelakes.com.  We invite you to visit us there.  

Meanwhile, enjoy this bit of Indiana history! 
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